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REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION  
6:30 PM, Monday, January 9th, 2023 

MARTIN MEMORIAL HALL, ASCUTNEY VERMONT 
5459 Rt 5  

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
Members in attendance:  

Paul Tillman 
Howard Beach 
Michael Todd 
Joseph Bublat 
 

Ryan Gumbart – Land Use Administrator 
Brandon Gulnick – Town Manager (online) 

 
Members Not in attendance:  
 
Attendees: 
  Kevin Rumnill 
  Beth Hunton 
  Peter Martin 

Ken Blum 
  Beth Gorton 
  Eva onis – UVHFH 
  Andrew Grimson - UVHFH 
 
Online Attendees: 
  Tod Hindinger 
  Marina Garland 
  John’s Phone 
  Bclancy.nh 
 
1. Meeting was called to order by Paul Tillman at 6:32 P.M. 
2. Agenda Review – No changes at the start of the meeting. 
3. Comments from the Chair and land Use Administrator – Paul Tillman 

informed the Planning Commission that Tyler Harwell had resigned his 
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position on the board due to family issues he need to focus on. Paul Tillman 
thanked Tyler for his work and insights as a planning commission member 
over the past few years and wished him well. Ryan Gumbart apologized for 
the improper warning of last meeting that resulted in its cancellation. He 
stated that there was a new process in place that would eliminate this error in 
the future. 

4. Comment from citizens regarding items not on the agenda –  No comments 
from Citizens. 

5. Approval of meeting minutes – November 28, 2022 –  
Mike Todd made a motion to accept the minutes from November 28th, 
2022. 
Seconded by Joseph Bublat, Motion Passed 4-0 

6. Public Hearing – Final Plat Revie – Arrison Continuation –  
Mike Todd made a motion to continue the Arrison Hearing from 
January 9th to the February 13th meeting at 6:30PM. 
Seconded by Howard Beach, Motion Passed 4-0  

7. Sketch Plan Review – Hodgdon: Continuation – No discussion or action. 
8. Sketch Plan Review – Fairbrother: Continuation – No discussion or action. 
9. Discussion – Habitat for Humanity – Discussion was had about  
10. Preferred Site Checklist: No update currently. 
11. Bylaws – PUD Review Section: No update currently. 

Paul Tillman changed the agenda order at this point and moved item 14 up to 
item 12 because Brandon Gulnick was online for this discussion. 

12. Land Use Administrator contrasted services – Ryan Gumbart presented a 
contract and gave a brief explanation about the benefits to him and the Town 
to move the LUA position to a contracted service position. This would be 
through his employer New England Forestry INC. Town of Wethersfield 
would then contract Ryan’s time through his company. With a contracted 
services structure Ryan’s company will take all liabilities for his 
employment, and this would also allow Ryan to possibly work some extra 
over time if ever needed. Please see Appendix A for the letter of explanation 
to be voted on and if passed signed by the Planning Commission. Please see 
Appendix B for the contrast drafted with New England Forestry, INC. 
Brandon Gilnick presented the proposed cost change and budget affects this 
would have.  
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Mike Todd made a motion to accept the recommendation to change the 
LUA position from employee agreement to contracted services as 
presented by the Town Manger and Land Use Administrator.  
Seconded by Howard Beach, Motion Passed 3-0 with 1 abstention by 
Joseph Bublet. 

Joseph Buble stated his abstention was because he felt Land Use should have 
more staffing. 

13. Bylaws – Table of Districts and Uses: Please see Appendix C for the review 
material of the Districts and Definitions sections. Discussion was had about 
the proposed changes presented by Ryan. These changes are for clarification 
and consistency though out the usage table and to clear up the definitions 
section so it will reflect the usages tables. Todd Hingdinger recommended the 
following changes. 
a. Move Home based Business level 2 to Conditional Accessory Use in all 

districts except Highway Commercial. 
b. Change and or add the note’s 1,2,3 in “other uses” 
c. Keep PUD in the “area , land and structural requirements”. This will help 

to direct people to a PUD use. 
d. Note #1 in “site plan required” add section 5.1.2 
Ryan will make any changes and provide a “clean” copy at the next meeting. 

14. Sign Martel mylar – The Chair, Paul Tillman singed the Martel Mylar. 
15. Discussion of items for future agendas – No future agenda items discussed. 
16. Any other business that can be legally discussed – No other business was 

discussed. 
17. Meeting adjourned at 9:14 P.M.  

Howard Beach made a motion to adjourn at 9:14 P.M.   
Seconded by Mike Todd, Motion Passed 4-0 

 
 
 
Respectably submitted by, 
Paul Tillman (Chair) 
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APPENDIX A 
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APPENDIX B 
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APPENDIX C 
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