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REGULAR MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION  
6:30 PM, Monday, April 24th, 2023 

MARTIN MEMORIAL HALL, ASCUTNEY VERMONT 
5459 Rt 5  

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
Members in attendance:  

Paul Tillman 
Howard Beach 
Michael Todd 
Joseph Bublat 
David (Hank) Ainley 
 

Ryan Gumbart – Land Use Administrator 
 

Members Not in attendance:  
 
Attendees: 

Jophn Heath 
Anoren Grimson 
Ken Blum 
Beth Gorton 
Julie Levy 

   
Online Attendees: 
  Grace Knight 
 
1. Meeting was called to order by Paul Tillman at 6:31 P.M. 
2. Agenda Review – No changes. 
3. Comments from the Chair and land Use Administrator – No comments either 

the Chair or the LUA. Ryan let the board know about the process for signing 
the minutes and the process of recording them with the Town Clerk. Only the 
Chair will need to sign the minutes and then Ryan will give them to the Town 
Clerk to file. 

4. Comment from citizens regarding items not on the agenda –  No comments 
from Citizens. 
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5. Approval of meeting minutes – March 27, 2023 & April 10, 2023 –  
March 27,2023 minutes: 
Mike Todd made a motion to accept the meeting minutes of March 
27,2023 with corrections if needed.   
Seconded by Joseph Bublat, Motion Passed 5-0 

April 10,2023 minutes: Fix the spelling of the name “Rika” 
Mike Todd made a motion to accept the meeting minutes of April 10, 
2023 with corrections if needed.   
Seconded by Joseph Bublat, Motion Passed 5-0 

6. Public Hearing – Town Plan Amendment – Energy Section: No update – rev 
8 – 03.08.2023 – No update. 
Mike Todd made a motion to continue the public hearing to the next 
meeting May 8, 2023 at 6:30PM   
Seconded by Paul Tillman, Motion Passed 5-0 

7. PUD Sketch Plan Review – Habitat for Humanity: New application for 
review –  Ryan and Joseph Heath presented the project to the Board. The 
main issues with this subdivision are the setbacks and the definition of 
density for the project. The board had discussion about the definition of 
“Density” and how this project would fit in with the other higher density 
developments in the village such as the mobile home parks, the Ascutney 
House, and the old motel. Discussion was had about the duplex at the 
southern side and the lack of a setback needed per the bylaws and if the 
planning commission can waive any setbacks. The board does not feel they 
can do this. Please see Appendix A for all relevant and filed information for 
this sketch plan. 
Mike Todd made a motion to approve the Sketch Plan Review PUD 
application #2023.03.08.PUD for Habitat for Humanity located at 
5771/5803/5805 US Rt 5, Ascutney parcel ID #5A-02-03. The motion is 
accepted with the proposed density of 8 dwelling units for this one 
parcel, and to supports a variance waiver for the setback of the Duplex 
at the southern boundary line. The board has decided that this is not in 
their purview so a variance waiver from the ZBA should be sought. 
Seconded by Paul Tillman, Motion Passed 5-0 

8. Overlay Districts – Aquifer & Airport: Revies status and process – Ryan and 
Howard Beach presented the Overlay Districts Map and the Ground Water 
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Protection bylaw as seen in Appendix B. Discussion was had about updating 
the Zoning map and the Town Plan with this information. 

9. Vermont Planners Association – Legislative Report April 11, 2023 – Ryan 
presented the Legislative report as seen in Appendix C. 

10. Discussion of items for future agendas – C10 will be added to the agenda for 
future discussion. Howard Beach asked for a discussion to take place about 
the accessory use for an industrial property. 

11. Any other business that can be legally discussed – None 
12. Adjourn – Meeting adjourned at  8:36 P.M.  

Mike Todd made a motion to adjourn at  8:36 P.M.   
Seconded by Joseph Bublat, Motion Passed 5-0 

 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission will be 
Monday, May 8, 2023 - 6:30 PM, Martin Memorial Hall. 
 
Respectably submitted by, 
Paul Tillman (Chair) 
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