
 
 

 
                        TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD 

                                     SELECTBOARD 

               REMOTE/ VIRTUAL MEETING AGENDA 

                    Monday, September 8, 2020 | 07:00PM 

REMOTE PARTICIPATION (CONFERENCE CALL/ DIAL IN) 

                               Phone Number: (646) 749-3122 | Access Code: 837-211-861 

 
 

Pursuant to Governor Phil Scotts March 30, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, 

See H.681, and the Governor’s March 21, 2020 order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may 

gather in one place, this meeting of the Weathersfield Selectboard will be conducted via remote participation to the 

greatest extent possible. Specific information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the 

public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on the Weathersfield 

website, at http://cms2.revize.com/revize/weathersfieldvt/covid-

19_resident_information/guidance_for_remote_meetings.php 

For this meeting, members of the public who wish to watch the meeting may do so in the following manner:  

 Comcast Channel “1087” and VTEL Channel “161” on Wednesday at 7:00PM 

 GoToMeeting: “Live/ Real-time” – September 8, 2020 | 7:00PM 

 SAPATV.org – Wednesday Afternoon  

In-person attendance is permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the 

proceedings in real-time, via technological means. In the event that we are unable to do so, despite our best efforts, 

we will post on the Weathersfield website an audio or video recording, transcript or other comprehensive record of 

proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting.  

1. Call to Order 

2. Comments from Selectboard/ Town Manager and Citizens on Topics not on the Agenda 

3. Review Minutes from Previous Meeting (s) 08.17.2020 

4. Town Manager Report 

5. Land Use Administrator Report 

6. Public Hearing Notice – Drumlin Road Easement 

7. Motor Grader Bid Opening 

8. Salt Shed Bid Opening 

9. Interim Bylaw – re: Noise Performance Standards 

10. 2014 Purchase & Sale Agreement – Q & A 

11. Highway Garage Solar Site 

12. Intersection - Rt. 5 & Thrasher Road 

13. Appointments: 

a. Budget Committee 

b. Connecticut River Joint Commission 

c. CRJC Mt Ascutney Subcommittee 

d. Fence Viewer 

e. Parks and Recreation Commission 

- Chris Whidden 

- Olivia Savage 

- Mark Richardson 

f. Selectmen Representative to Schoolboard 

g. Southern Windsor County Transportation Advisory Committee 

h. Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District 

i. Tree Warden 

14. Approve Warrants 

15. Any other business 

16. Executive Session – Personnel  

17. Executive Session – Written Complaint 

18. Adjourn 
 

  

 

 

http://cms2.revize.com/revize/weathersfieldvt/covid-19_resident_information/guidance_for_remote_meetings.php
http://cms2.revize.com/revize/weathersfieldvt/covid-19_resident_information/guidance_for_remote_meetings.php


 

 

Select Board Meeting 

Martin Memorial Hall 

5259 Route 5, Ascutney VT 

DRAFT of Select Board Meeting Minutes 

Monday August 3, 2020 7:00PM 

 

Select Board Members Present: 

Paul Tillman 

Michael Todd 

David Fuller 

Joey Jarvis 

N. John Arrison 

Brandon Gulnick, Town Manager 

 

Attendees: BJ Esty, Lynn Esty, Carol Heir, Doug Reed, Dillin Reed 

 

Online Attendees: Darlene Kelly, Steve Heir, Nikita Lenihan 

 

 

1.) Call to Order by Chair, David Fuller at 7:00 pm 

 

2.) Public Hearing – David Fuller called the Public Hearing for the VCDP Grant 

 

MEMORANDUM  

To: Weathersfield Selectboard  

CC: Weathersfield Residents  

From: Town Manager  

Date: 08/17/2020  

Re: Public Hearing – VCDP Grant  

 

The 1879 Schoolhouse Project was funded by a VCDP grant and is now complete. The 

grant funded portion of this project included modifications to the rear exterior door, 

including the construction of a handicap accessible ramp, improvements to handicapped 

accessible parking and signage, and improvements to the approach from the parking area 

to the newly constructed entrance ramp. One of the obligations of the Town of 

Weathersfield as a condition of accepting the grants funding is to hold a public hearing 

prior to the Completion Date to afford its residents the opportunity to review and 

comment on the program results and overall performance. The hearing shall be publicly 

warned at least fifteen (15) days in advance, stating the purpose of the hearing, with the 

notice appearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality. Written 

minutes and a summary of public comments shall be filed with the Agency with the Final 

Program report. The Public Hearing Date was set on July 20, 2020 to August 17, 2020. 

 

BJ Esty thanked the Select Board and volunteers for their involvement over the past 3 

years to help make this project a success. 

 



 

 

Paul Tillman made a motion to close the public hearing for the VCDP Grant for the 1879 

Schoolhouse Project on 8-17-20. 

John Arrison – 2nd 

No further discussion 

Vote - unanimous 

 

David Fuller closed the public hearing.  

 

3.) Comments from Selectboard/Town Manager and Citizens not on Agenda 

 

David Fuller wanted to discuss coordinating the scheduling when the Town Manager is 

out of the office.  

 

Lynn Esty from the Lister’s Office read the following: 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 David Fuller said this topic is not on the agenda so it will not be discussed tonight.  

 

4.) Review of minutes from previous meetings: 

 

Minutes from 8-3-20: 

 

Michael Todd made a motion to approve the minutes from 8-3-20 with any 

grammatical and spelling errors.  

2nd – Joey Jarvis 

No discussion 

Vote – unanimous 

 

5.) Town Manager Report 

 

Town Manager Report 

To: 
CC: 

Weathersfield Selectboard 
Weathersfield Residents & Staff 

From: Brandon Gulnick, Town Manager 
Date: August 17, 2020 

 

TRANSFER STATION JOINT COMMITTEE MEETING 

On Wednesday, August 12, 2020 the first Joint Committee Meeting took place as 
recommended in the Transfer Station Report sent to the Towns of Reading and West 
Windsor on July 23, 2020. Attendees of this meeting included Martha Harrison, Town 
Administrator in West Windsor, Edwin Johnson, Selectboard Chair in West Windsor, 
Bob Allen, Selectboard Chair in Reading, Paul Tillman, Selectboard Representative to 
Solid Waste in Weathersfield, Darlene Kelly, Finance Director in Weathersfield, and Ted 
Siegler, a Resource Economist with 40 years of solid waste management experience, 
working for the states of Maryland, Nevada, and Vermont since 1987 as a Partner at 
DSM Environmental Services.  

We began the meeting with a brief overview of the Transfer Station Report and held a 
round table discussion regarding our next steps. West Windsor will be conducting a 
survey in their Town to get an idea of how many residents are currently using the 
Weathersfield Transfer Station. According to Edwin Johnson, the Town of West 



 

 

Windsor is quite willing to participate as they, as well as Reading, understand that the 
Weathersfield Transfer Station is a valuable asset to our 3 communities. Ted Siegler 
stated that he will be more than willing to do pro-bono work to assist us in achieving 
our goals, which were outlined in the Transfer Station Report. Mr. Siegler stated that he 
will be scheduling a meeting with Paul and I to sit down and draft an Action Plan to 
serve as a jumping off point.  

One of the questions that was asked is whether or not we exclude undeveloped parcels 
from the Transfer Station Permit Fee. After examining the FY20 budget year-end report 
we noticed that the budget was $81,100, but the actual was $77,300. The gap between 
these two numbers demonstrate that 76 properties were not charged a Permit Fee for 
Transfer Station Use. According to Carolyn Hier quite a few years ago the Selectboard 
decided to waive the solid waste assessment fee for any open land parcels if the owner 
already is paying it on a residential parcel. The 76 properties that are not charged have 
multiple properties in Town. From what I’ve learned in the past 6 months of employment 
with the Town is that residents that do own multiple parcels in Town receive multiple 
Permit Stickers enclosed in their Tax Bills, but they only pay 1 Permit Sticker fee.  

I will keep the Town well informed as we move forward in our efforts to create a fair 
and equal payment structure throughout the three (3) towns that use the Weathersfield 
Transfer Station.  

Doug Reed noted that he has 2 parcels of land with no buildings, but does receive 2 

envelopes with 2 stickers and being charged for property that doesn’t use the solid waste. 

 

David Fuller said that properties with no buildings should not be receiving the solid waste 

fee. 

 

6.) Vote to move the September 7th Selectboard Meeting to September 8th. 

 

Michael Todd made the motion to move the September 7th Select Board Meeting to 

September 8th at 7pm at Martin Memorial Hall.  

Joey Jarvis – 2nd 

No Discussion 

Vote - unanimous 

 

7.) Discussion Year-End Fund Balances 

 

David Fuller stated “We are past the year end of 6-30-20, which is our financial year end. 

Based on conversations with Brandon (Town Manager), that the Finance Department 

wanted these monies transferred to Reserve Accounts. I’m not in favor of that at this 

particular time for these reasons: 

 

1.) The Governor just extended the State of Emergency. 

2.) We delayed sending out our tax bills by one month. 

3.) We don’t know how the first quarterly tax bill is going to work, whether not we get 

paid on the first quarter. 



 

 

4.) The legislature has given us extreme latitude with so much leeway in the financial 

world right now. 

 

I do not see the danger in holding these funds exactly where they are.” 

 

John Arrison asked “If they move it into the undesignated fund balance it would 

accomplish what Darlene and that money could be tapped at any time, for any purpose. It 

would accomplish what you are saying, but also going on our bookkeeper’s 

recommendation.” 

 

Steve Heir – “ The reason we brought this forward to you is that because we bring this 

forward at the end of every year to give the Selectboard the opportunity to decide if any 

fund balance is going to be moved into reserve funds or not, it’s not going to necessarily  

go against any advice we have or it’s not going to make the auditors particularly upset. It 

just subtly or not so subtly changes what access we have to the surplus funds. Although, 

there is always a way to reverse whatever we do. Whether you put the General Fund 

balance in the Rainy-Day fund or you just leave it on reserve, then if flows forward at the 

end of next year. Its really your choice, there is more uncertainty this year than there 

normally would be, so whether you put it in the Reserve Funds or not, you can build 

cases that support either decision. It’s up to you folks.” 

 

John Arrison asked Steve Heir “Is doing nothing is that the same result as the money 

going into a non-designated reserve?” 

 

Steve Heir “If you don’t do anything then the money is just an undesignated reserve and 

it will be applied to the 21-22 budget when you start having that discussion.” 

 

No decision will be made at this time to move the balances. 

 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT  

DATE: 29 July 20  

TO: Selectboard  

FROM: Darlene Kelly  

SUBJECT: FY20 Year-End (Pre-Audit)  

 

Attached please find the summary financial report for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

2020. 

 

General Fund Administration: Revenues are 101% of budget and expenses are 100% of 

budget. In total the administration budget is a break even. There are several line items 

over budget but others that were not spent contributing to this at year end.  

 

Fire Services: The fire service expenses for FY20 were $194,574 or 101% of budget. The 

emergency management line item is a part of this department and is associated to 

COVID-19 expenses, the total expenses for FY20 are $9,640 which we are hoping to get 

some reimbursement from the state. I wanted to note WWVFD PPE looks over budget 



 

 

however they reimbursed the town for gear which is booked to the misc. revenue line, so 

the items are not netted. WWVFD fire equipment repairs line was over budget, but most 

other items remained on budget.  

 

Police: Police revenues are at 89% and expenses at 102% of budget. There are several 

line items over budget including equipment and supplies, uniforms, service to police 

vehicles and office supplies.  

 

Finance: Expenses are slightly over budget at 102% with salaries and VMERS 

contributing to this being over budget.  

 

Lister: Lister Revenue is 87% of budget and expenditures are 97%. Late homestead filing 

was budget for this department, but it is hitting the admin budget with other tax revenue.  

 

Town Clerk: Town clerk revenues are 130% of budget and expense are 106%. The town 

clerk saw significate increase in her revenue due to the change in recording fees in July of 

2019. In turn it affected expenses, as per state statue many of the fees Flo-Ann collected 

need to be transferred to her reserve accounts by year end. Her operating expenses were 

on budget.  

 

Land use: Revenues are at 78% of budget and expenses at 57%. Both revenue and 

expenses were under budget due to this position being vacant most of FY20 significantly 

contributing to the surplus in the general fund, this will change in FY21.  

 

Library: Revenues are slightly over budget and expenditures are at 95%, which is slightly 

under budget for the end of the fiscal year. Overall, the general fund will have a $62,467 

surplus pre-audit, some adjustment may be made for delinquent taxes based on the 

agreements the town has entered and probabilities of collecting on those agreements. The 

vacant land use position was half the savings along with an increase in tax revenue from 

more residents filing their homestead declarations and reducing the liability we owed to 

the school. We will need to decide before the audit on what should be done with this 

surplus. Attached is the pre-audit budget to actual line item budget.  

 

Highway Fund Highway Fund (pre audit) will look to end the fiscal year with a $93,219 

surplus. The mild winter and COVID has made an impact on this surplus and is not a 

reflection of what future years will look like. Salt, overtime expenses and repairs and 

maintenance were under budget contributing to half the surplus. Many other line items 

were under budget and very few over budget along with an increase in state aid were all 

contributing factors. I think this is an opportunity to put some money in reserves for 

paving projects or capital equipment reserves so we can limit our borrowing on these 

items in the future. Attached is the pre-audit budget to actual line item detail.  

 

Solid Waste Solid waste fund (pre-audit) will look to end the year with a $5,682 deficit. 

Revenues were over budget by 4% or $9,906 but expenses were over budget by 6% or 

$16,387. C&D, trash, and recycling tippage were significantly over budget. Again, we 

saw an increase in volume due to COVID and early in the fiscal year we tried to address 



 

 

the issue with C&D and the punch card system. In the future we need monitor this fund 

closely to make sure the proposed fix for future fiscal years will put this fund back to a 

break even or profit so we can start working on reserves to address items that will need 

replacing in the future. Attached is the pre-audit budget to actual line item detail. 

 

David Fuller asked to move the next item #8 Tax Collectors Report to #9 and move #9 

Discussion & Possible Action on a Special Town Meeting Date to #8. 

 

No objections. 

 

8.) Discussion & Possible Action on a Special Town Meeting Date: 

 

We met the deadline to add the Fire Processing Bylaw Change, as written, on the printed 

ballot.  

 

Paul Tillman made a motion to hold a Town Meeting to discuss the petition that is on the 

ballot for the General Election on November 3, 2020 on Saturday September 19, 2020 at 

1pm at the Weathersfield School outdoors with an alternate location of the 1879 

Schoolhouse Saturday September 19, 2020 at 1pm pending approval from the 

Weathersfield School” 

John Arrison 2nd 

Vote - unanimous 

 

9.) Tax Collectors Report on 2014 Purchase & Sale Agreement 

 

REPORT  

To: Weathersfield Selectboard  

Cc: Weathersfield Residents  

From: Tax Collector, Town Manager  

Date: August 14, 2020  

Re: Delinquent Tax Agreement – July 14, 2014  

 

INTRODUCTION  

As the Tax Collector for the Town of Weathersfield it is my responsibility to enforce the 

Administrative Policy on Delinquent Tax, Water, and Wastewater Assessment 

Collections and Title 32 Chapter 133 of Vermont Statutes Annotated. See Attachment A 

– Administrative Policy on Delinquent Tax, Water, and Wastewater Assessment 

Collections & Attachment B – Title 32 Chapter 133. Please note this policy was adopted 

on May 24, 2010, amended on December 20, 2011, and reviewed on July 10, 2017.  

 

It’s important to note that the Town Manager is also the Tax Collector in the Town of 

Weathersfield. Tax Collectors do not have an interest in many of the requirements found 

in the Purchase and Sale Agreement this report is focused on. Regarding the Purchase & 

Sale Agreement, the Tax Collectors interest is only fulfilled when the Town of 

Weathersfield becomes whole as it pertains to delinquent taxes. Once this condition is 

met the Tax Collector is satisfied. Generally, Tax Collectors do not participate in 



 

 

Purchase & Sales Agreements such as the P&S this report is focused on. The duties and 

responsibilities of the Town Manager include decision-making authority in the Best 

Interest of the Town under the direction of the Selectboard. Over time Selectboard 

members and Town Managers change, however, previous agreements and plans remain 

and become the responsibility of the current Selectboard and Town Manager to complete 

when the previous administration changes with unfinished business such as the Purchase 

and Sale Agreement this report is focused on.  

 

On July 21, 2014, a Purchase and Sale Agreement (see Attachment C) was made with a 

homeowner in Weathersfield to satisfy over $86,000 in delinquent taxes going back to the 

year 2000. Her delinquency, according to the agreement, is comprised of approximately 

$41,515 in principal and the remainder in interest and penalties. To satisfy the delinquent 

taxes the owner agreed to 3 conditions and the town agreed to 5 conditions. The Purchase 

and Sale Agreement also contains 4 contingencies.  

 

The purpose of this report is to demonstrate whether each condition and contingency of 

the Purchase and Sale Agreement was met and explain my position as Tax Collector on 

the abatement of $78,506.13 in delinquent taxes as of August 11, 2020.  

 

PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT  

 

The OWNER, represented by her Attorney, agreed to the following…  

 

CONDITION 1  

 

“The owner will subdivide the 5.06-acre parcel she owns at the corner of Thrasher Road 

and Jason Smith Road using the brook as the dividing line. This will create two lots, one 

of approximately 2 acres and the other 3 acres. The three-acre parcel is the more easterly 

parcel and borders the interstate. She will deed the 3-acre parcel to the town. It is the 

intent of the Town to construct a gravel trailhead parking lot on this parcel for use by 

those seeking the access the Town Forest.”  

 

FINDING - 1  

 

On March 2, 2020, the owner signed an Act 250 Disclosure Statement subdividing the 5-

acre parcel to create 2 lots (see Attachment D). On the same date, the owner recorded a 

Warranty Deed guaranteeing a clear title to the three-acre parcel and granting it to the 

Town of Weathersfield for One Dollar (See Attachment E).  

 

CONDITION 2  

 

“The owner will grant a permanent, non-motorized right of way to the Town on the 

property she owns on the north side of Thrasher Road. The right of way will be in a 

location mutually agreeable to the Town and the Owner; a tentative location has already 

been selected. It is the intent of the Town to use the right of way for a trail for non-



 

 

motorized recreation such as for hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding. 

Agreement of trail location shall not be unreasonably withheld.”  

 

FINDINGS - 2  

 

On March 2, 2020, the Grantee gave, granted, sold, conveyed, and confirmed a 30 foot 

(30’) wide trail easement over the lands of the Grantee for construction and maintenance 

of a trail for recreational use from Thrasher Road to lands now or formerly of the State of 

Vermont and/or Charles Johnson, across lands of the Grantor located northerly of 

Thrasher Road (see Attachment F).  

 

CONDITION 3  

 

“The Owner will pay to the Town whatever money she receives from the sale of the two-

family dwelling and lot she owns at 206 Jason Smith Road, minus closing costs. The 

property shall not be sold for less than $20,000.00.”  

 

FINDINGS – 3  

 

On December 2, 2014, the Owner of the two-family dwelling and 4.2 acres located at 206 

Jason Smith Road sold the property for $22,033.85 (see Attachment G). Additionally, see 

Attachment H for the Payment Detail to the Town of Weathersfield. The money was 

distributed as follows: $15,846.20 for delinquent taxes owed on parcel 050154-1 (206 

Jason Smith Road) and $2,895.09 for delinquent taxes owed on parcel 050154 (739 

Thrasher Road).  

 

The TOWN, acting by its Selectboard, agreed to the following…  

 

CONDITION 1 

 

“To pay all appraisals, survey, permitting, and closing costs.”  

 

FINDINGS – 1  

 

On July 22, 2014 Jim Mullen, previous Town Manager, advertised an RFP for Survey 

Work (see Attachment I). Mr. Mullen hired Robert W. Farnsworth to complete this work 

for a total of $2,985.00 (see Attachment J).  

 

On August 25, 2014 Jim Mullen advertised an RFP for Wetlands Delineation and 

Permitting Services (see Attachment K). Mr. Mullen hired Connecticut Valley 

Environmental Services, Inc. to complete Wetlands Delineations and Permitting Services 

for a total cost of $1,950.00 (see Attachment L).  

 

On February 11, 2015 the Connecticut Valley Environmental Services, Inc. drafted a 

cover letter and invoiced the Town $350.00 to prepare the ANR Wetland Application and 

supporting documents, such as Impact Plan, Photos, Etc. (See attachment M). According 



 

 

to the Cover letter, a check for $1,679.00 was enclosed from the Town for the impact fee. 

On May 4, 2015, a letter was written to Jim Mullen to prepare a draft amendment to 

include additional items requested for the wetlands permit for this project. According to 

an email written from Jim Mullen to Timothy Knapp, Project Engineer at Dufresne 

Group Consulting Engineers, the fee of $1,600 was revised to $2,550 for these services 

(see Attachment N).  

 

On May 20, 2020, the Town Manager hired Mark R. Tillson to appraise the 2.86-acre 

parcel of land and the trail easement. The total cost of this appraisal was $400.00. Mr. 

Tillson’s opinion of value for the 2.86-acre parcel and trail easement is $23,000.00 (see 

Attachment O). I am unaware of any closing costs paid by the Town of Weathersfield. 

 

The total amount spent in appraisals, survey, and permitting costs to date is $9,914.00. 

Please note, this does not include legal fees.  

 

CONDITION 2  

 

“To support the application pending before the Weathersfield Board of Abatement to 

cover the value of her delinquent tax obligation remaining after the value of the following 

are backed out: (a) the three acre parcel, (b) the right of way, (c) cash received from the 

sale of her house on Jason Smith Road (minus closing costs), and (d) appraisal, survey, 

permitting, and closing costs. The value of the parcel and the right of way will be 

determined by an appraisal.”   

 

FINDINGS – 2 The application has been pending before the Weathersfield Board of 

Abatement since it was submitted in 2011. The Owner currently owes $78,506.13 in 

delinquent taxes.  

 

 
 

FINDINGS – 2 CONTINUED  

 

The first column in the chart above shows the Delinquent Taxes owed on Parcel # 05-01-54. 

When the Owner sold the Jason Smith Road property there was a lien on the property for 

delinquent taxes in the amount of $15,846.20 (Column 2 in the chart above). The Town 

received a total of $18,741.29 from the sale (Column 3 in the chart above). The remaining 



 

 

$2,895.09 was applied toward the delinquent taxes the Owner owed on Parcel 05-01-54 (739 

Thrasher Road). Please note that the Delinquent taxes owed on the Thrasher Road property 

above includes this $2,895.00 in the total, which was backed out in Column 5 in the chart 

above “Total Amount Delinquent.” Additionally, the $15,846.20 in delinquent taxes owed on 

the Jason Smith property was paid on December 2, 2014. See Attachment P for a breakdown 

of delinquent taxes owed on parcel # 05-01-54 (Thrasher Road).  

 

CONDITION 3  

 

“To release the delinquent tax lien on the two-family dwelling at 206 Jason Smith Road at 

the time of the sale of the property.  

 

FINDINGS – 3  

 

As discussed above, the two-family dwelling at 206 Jason Smith Road was sold, delinquent 

taxes were paid from the sale, and the delinquent tax lien was released.  

 

CONDITION 4  

 

“To screen the beginning of the trail easement from the Abbott residence using mutually 

agreed, reasonable measures such as trees, bushes, and fencing.  

 

FINDINGS – 4  

 

As of August 11, 2020, no screening of the trail easement has taken place.  

 

CONDITION 5  

 

“To post the trailhead parking area as open for use only during daylight hours.  

 

FINDINGS – 5  

 

The trailhead parking lot has not been converted into a parking lot as of August 11, 2020. No 

signage is displayed on the parking lot nor at the trailhead.  

 

The PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT contains the following contingencies:  

CONTINGENCY 1  

 

“The Town obtaining all necessary permits (including, but not limited to, subdivision and 

wetlands permits), needed for the subdivision, trailhead parking lot, and trail.  

 

FINDINGS – 1  

 

On April 8, 2016 Ed Morris, Town Manager, received a letter from Rebecca Chalmers, 

District Wetlands Ecologist.  

 



 

 

The letter (see Attachment Q) explains her intent to deny the Wetlands Permit Application. 

She raised the following concerns, in a nutshell:  

 

1. The Town Manager’s response to her email regarding public comments on the application 

did not alleviate the substantive concerns raised.  

 

2. The primary issue raised during the comment period is the question of the Town of 

Weathersfield’s legal authority to construct the planned project. Charles Johnson refused the 

easement across his land and without the easement the project cannot move forward as 

proposed.  

 

3. The Town of Weathersfield did not meet the burden of demonstrating that all practicable 

measures have been taken to avoid and minimize adverse impacts on the wetland due to trail 

construction.  

 

According to this letter, there are three options moving forward:  

 

1. Within 60 days of this letter, resubmit the application with additional details related to all 

wetland impacts proposed along the connector trail, including any wetland or buffer impacts 

on easement lands, and proof that all wetland impacts have been evaluated and all practicable 

measures have been taken to avoid adverse impacts on the wetlands. Please also submit any 

easements, agreements, or other documents demonstrating that you have permission to 

construct the proposed trail across the Abbott and Johnson properties.  

 

2. Within 60 days of this letter withdraw your application; or  

 

3. The Program issues a permit denial.  

 

After the Town Manager received this letter the decision was made to withdraw the wetlands 

permit application and he began working with the State Department of Transportation to see 

if a right of way within their right of way alongside Highway 91 is possible.  

 

Mr. Morris and Brian McAvoy from the State Department of Transportation began working 

together to secure this easement. On Wednesday, April 10, 2019 Mr. McAvoy wrote an email 

to Mr. Morris stating “I just wanted to give you a heads up that I’m waiting on some 

feedback and sign-off from our Environmental and Rightof-Way folks. A few key people 

have been out of the office. On a positive note FHWA has given their blessing to locate the 

trail as proposed within the I-91 right-of-way. With the understanding this is State property 

and if for any reason in the future we needed that area for any reason that you would need to 

relocate.”  

 

I requested documentation from Brian McAvoy granting the Town of Weathersfield 

permission to use the I-91 right of way to gain access into the Town Forest. He stated he will 

be getting back to me shortly.  

 



 

 

The subdivision plan is complete (see Attachment R). See Wetlands Delineations 

(Attachment S). See Abbott Survey (Attachment T).  

 

CONTINGENCY 2  

 

“The removal of the current use lien on the three-acre parcel.”  

 

FINDINGS – 2  

 

According to Atty Dakin, the three-acre parcel is not in current use. The easement does not 

need to be removed from current use status and will not change her existing arrangement.  

CONTINGENCY 3  

 

“The release of Emily’s existing mortgage for the three-acre parcel and the easement area.”  

 

FINDINGS – 3  

 

Pending Nate Stearns  

 

CONTINGENCY 4  

 

“The Town obtaining a right of way from Charles Johnson to enable the trail to cross the 

narrow strip of land owned by Mr. Johnson that is situated between the Abbott land and the 

Town Forest. This may necessitate Emily granting Charles an easement (preferably not 

located in the same location as the Town’s right of way) so that he may cross her land for the 

purpose of maintaining the spring on his strip of land.”  

 

FINDINGS - 4  

 

This contingency was not met. Mr. Johnson states in his public comment letter that the Town 

has not secured an easement over his Parcel #050155, which is necessary to construct the 

project as proposed. The Town agrees in an email dated February 23, 2016 that it does not 

have an easement over the Johnson property. Without this easement, the project cannot be 

constructed as proposed. The application itself explicitly requires the submittal of any 

easements, agreements, or other documents conveying permission to use and access the 

property; such documents have not been submitted.  

 

RECOMMENDATION FROM THE TAX COLLECTOR  

 

As the Tax Collector for the Town of Weathersfield I must act objectively and make 

impartial decisions based on State Law and the Policies approved by the Town of 

Weathersfield. Nowhere in this policy does it state that we can accept easements and acreage 

in return for an abatement of delinquent taxes. I strongly urge the Selectboard and Board of 

Abatement to deny this application and move forward with the procedures set forth in our 

Administrative Policy on Delinquent Tax, Water, and Wastewater Assessment Collections.  

 



 

 

A decision to abate over $100,000 in taxes in return for an easement and a 3-acre parcel with 

a value of $23,000 is not only a bad deal for the Town of Weathersfield, but it is also a 

slippery slope. The precedent we set is that we now accept items of value other than cash for 

tax payments. We cannot make an exception for 1 person. The minute we do that we open 

the door for residents to pay their taxes with items rather than currency. I have a big problem 

with this deal as the rest of the taxpayers in the Town of Weathersfield pay the taxes they 

owe, including all interest and penalties. As the Tax Collector, I mail out delinquent tax 

notices to residents who are delinquent and provide an opportunity to make a payment 

arrangement and assist residents to become current. The Policy is very clear. The Town of 

Weathersfield has held numerous Tax Sales over the years to recover delinquent taxes for the 

Town of Weathersfield. When taxes are not paid, they are passed along to the Town and 

taxes increase. We cannot treat one person differently than everyone else in Town. Its not 

ethical, fair, appropriate, and certainly not in the best interest of the Town.  

 

The Town Clerk, Flo Ann Dango, stated that Emily Abbott will need to fill out a new 

Abatement Request Form to include the amount of taxes being requested for abatement since 

this number has changed since the application filed in 2011. Please see Attachment U – 

Abatement Request Form. I strongly recommend that this application include the additional 

information requested under “Additional Information,” including a listing of all assets owned 

including any debts owed on those assets and a monthly budget showing all income and 

expense for all household members. I strongly encourage the Board of Abatement to deny 

this request because it is my understanding that Emily Abbott has assets to cover the 

delinquent taxes owed.  

 

On Page 31 of the Town of Weathersfield’s June 30, 2019 Audit Report there was an 

allowance setup for “doubtful accounts” of $69,400. I disagree with this action because the 

application was not put before the Board of Abatement to be abated in 2019 nor were all of 

the conditions and contingencies met in the Purchase and Sale Agreement (assuming the 

Purchase & Sale Agreement was legal to begin with). According to Steve Hier, the auditors 

set this up specifically for the Abbott Property. Steve stated that we will have to expense 

anything we abate above this amount and it does not matter whether it is principal, interest, 

or penalty. This means that $9,106.13 will hit the FY21 budget if the Board of Abatement 

decides to abate the $78,506.13 in delinquent taxes, which I am strongly against and do not 

believe is in the best interest of the Town of Weathersfield. See Attachment V – Receivables 

> Allowance for Doubtful Accounts – Delinquent Taxes, Penalties, and Interest.  

 

My recommendation is to hold true and firm to the Policy that was approved by the Town of 

Weathersfield. There is no sense in having a Policy in place if we allow exceptions on a case-

by-case basis. If exceptions are allowed, I would strongly urge a Public Meeting of the Town 

to have input on the exception. In this case I fully understand the easement and 3- acre parcel 

will provide access into the Town Forest from Weathersfield. In this case the Town should 

have made an offer to Emily Abbott to purchase the easement and three-acre parcel for the 

appraised value and within this Purchase & Sale agreement there should have been a 

stipulation that the money for the 3-acre parcel & easement would automatically be 

distributed to delinquent taxes. The Purchase & Sale Agreement is not clear to the naked eye. 

For example, see condition 3 “The Owner will pay to the Town whatever money she receives 



 

 

from the sale of the two-family dwelling and lot she owns at 206 Jason Smith Road, minus 

closing costs. The property shall not be sold for less than $20,000.00.” This condition 

misleads the public and infers that the $20,000.00 received from the Jason Smith Road 

property is free and clear to be distributed to the delinquent taxes noted in the introduction to 

the Purchase & Sale Agreement. This is totally misleading because the Jason Smith Road 

property, as shown in Attachment G, had a Tax Lien on it for $18,063.29. The total amount 

of delinquent taxes owed in the Purchase and Sale Agreement should have included the 

delinquent taxes on all of the parcels owned by the resident to reflect an accurate number to 

all residents in the Town of Weathersfield. Condition 3 is misleading because it appears that 

all the money received from the sale of this property will reduce the total amount of 

delinquent taxes referenced in the introduction to the Purchase & Sale Agreement. The facts 

are shown on Attachment H, which demonstrate that $15,846.00 from the sale of the Jason 

Smith property was automatically distributed to delinquent taxes owed on this property. Only 

$2,217.09 was distributed to delinquent taxes owed on parcel # 05-01-54.  

 

The purpose of the brief explanation above is to demonstrate one of the flaws in the Purchase 

& Sale Agreement as written. We can discuss all the flaws with this Agreement, but I do not 

think its necessary. What can we do now to strengthen the deal for all the residents in 

Weathersfield?  

 

1. From the total Delinquent Taxes owed (including interest & penalty) we back out the 

appraised value ($23,000) of the 2.86-acre parcel & easement.  

 

The property has already been legally given to the Town of Weathersfield through a 

Warranty Deed (Attachment E) and an Easement Deed (Attachment F). The Town of 

Weathersfield has already paid the closing costs to do this. It is clear that access into the 

Town Forest is beneficial for our community. If the closing on the 2.86-acre parcel and 

easement had not already taken place I would have suggested voiding the Page 9 of 10 

existing Purchase & Sale Agreement and writing a new Purchase & Sale Agreement 

dealing specifically with the Easement & 2.86-acre parcel.  

 

Please note that at the time of this recommendation I do not have anything in writing 

permanently granting the Town of Weathersfield an easement from the point of the 

easement we were given from Emily Abbott to the Town Forest. All we have is an email 

stating that “FHWA has given their blessing to locate the trail as proposed within the I-91 

right of way With the understanding this is State property and if for any reason in the 

future we needed that area for any reason that you would need to relocate.”  

 

The first problem I have with this is that the easement may or may not be granted to the 

Town of Weathersfield forever. If the state decides they need it for something in the 

future the $23,000 the Town spent on the easement and 2.86-acre parcel for the purpose 

of gaining access to the Town Forest will be useless. For this reason, it is my opinion that 

Contingency 4 in the Purchase and Sales Agreement was not met. If an easement was 

given from Charles Johnson it would have been a permanently deeded easement that 

would have guaranteed access to the Town Forest forever. There is no exception in the 

Purchase & Sale Agreement stating that temporary access is supplemental to permanent 



 

 

access. I have reached out to Brian McAvoy to secure this language in writing from 

FHWA and I will work with them to strengthen Weathersfield’s rights to this easement. I 

will also pursue additional permeant easements, including the recommended easement in 

Contingency 4 of the Purchase & Sale agreement.  

 

2. Submit an approved letter from the Selectboard supporting Emily Abbott’s abatement 

request to the Board of Abatement.  

 

This is a contingency of the Purchase and Sale Agreement. I am not against the 

abatement of taxes if a resident genuinely meets the requirements listed on the 

application. Therefore, I do not see any harm in the Selectboard supporting her 

application with the stipulation that she meet the requirements of an abatement. From the 

information I gathered I do not believe the requirements will be met.  

 

3. If the application is approved by the Board of Abatement, there is nothing left to do 

regarding the collection of delinquent taxes. The delinquent Tax Collector will no longer 

have an interest in this property because the delinquent taxes will be abated. 

 

Please note that from this point forward I will be acting in my capacity as Town Manager 

to move forward with the unmet requirements identified in this report.  

 

4. If the application is denied by the Board of Abatement, the Tax Collector will move 

forward with recovering the delinquent taxes owed to the Town.  

 

There is a long history of delinquent taxes on this property. It is my opinion that all tax 

collection efforts have been exhausted under previous administrations. If the Board of 

Abatement denies the application, I will entertain a short-term payment agreement to 

become current on the delinquent taxes owed (30-60 days). If the delinquent taxes are not 

paid the Tax Collector must move forward with a Tax Sale, otherwise the Tax Collector 

is failing to fulfill his duties and responsibilities to the Town & failing to operate within 

the Administrative Policy on Delinquent Tax, Water, and Wastewater Assessment 

Collections.  

 

There seems to be confusion regarding whether interest & penalties on the delinquent 

taxes owed to the Town stopped at the time the Agreement was signed. The only time 

interest and penalty stops accumulating is when the delinquent taxes on a property are 

satisfied. The delinquent taxes were not satisfied as a result of the signed Purchase & Sale 

Agreement. Within the Purchase and Sale Agreement both the Town and Owner have 

burdens to meet before the Agreement is considered valid and final. The Purchase and 

Sale Agreement also involves the Board of Abatement. As a requirement of the Purchase 

& Sale Agreement the Selectboard is required to support the application before the Board 

of Abatement. Since the Selectboard operates in the Best Interest of the Town it is my 

understanding that the Board will not support the application unless all of the conditions 

and contingencies are met. Afterwards the application will go to the Board of Abatement 

and the delinquent taxes may or may not be abated depending on the decision of the 

board. It has been 6-years since this agreement was made and there are still conditions 



 

 

and contingencies that have not been met. Additionally, the delinquent taxes owed are 

from the year 2000 – 2010.  

 

Technically the argument can be made that the Purchase & Sale Agreement is void due to 

the conditions within the agreement that have not been met. It’s important to read through 

this report and the attachments provided and to have a thoughtful discussion on whether 

or not the Town is comfortable with the unmet conditions, specifically Contingency 4, 

which requires the Town to receive an easement through Charles Johnson’s property. The 

state was approached and there is an email stating that FHWA will grant an easement that 

can be taken away at any time if the state needs it back. 

 

10.) Water Operator Update 

 

Steve Smith gave a brief updated on the Water System.  

 

11.) Appointments – no new applicants for the following positions 

 

a. Budget Committee  

b. Connecticut River Joint Commission 

c. CRJC Mt. Ascutney Subcommittee 

d. Fence Viewer 

e. Parks and Recreation Commission  

f. Selectman Representative to the School Board  

g. Southern Windsor County Transportation Advisory Committee 

h. Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District  

i. Tree Warden  

j. Veteran’s Memorial Committee  

 

12.) Approve Warrants  

 

John Arrison made a motion to approve the warrants for August 17, 2020 as 

follows: 

 

General Funds     Operating Expenses $57,980.77  

Payroll $16,185.58 

 

Highway Fund     Operating Expenses $9,503.05  

Payroll $8,192.18 

 

Solid Waste Management Fund   Operating Expenses $5,022.92 

       Payroll $1,682.68 

 

Library      Operating Expenses $0.00  

Payroll $1,919.35  

 

Grants       Operating Expenses $0.00 



 

 

 

Special Revenue    Operating Expenses $0.00  

 

Reserves      $0.00  

 

Long Term Debt     $0.00  

 

Grand Totals    Operating Expenses $72,506.74  

Payroll $27,979.79 

 

 

 

Paul Tillman - 2nd 

Vote - Unanimous 

 

13.) Any other business  

 

None  

 

14.)Adjourn 

 

John Arrison made motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:52 pm 

Michael Todd – 2nd  

No discussion 

Vote – unanimous 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully, 

Chauncie Tillman  

Alt. Recording Secretary 



P.O. Box 550 | 5259 US-5, Ascutney, VT 05030 
T: 802-230-6262 W: www.weathersfieldvt.org 

 Town Manager Report 

To: 
CC: 

Weathersfield Selectboard 
Weathersfield Residents & Staff 

From: Brandon Gulnick, Town Manager 
Date: September 8, 2020 

 

The Town Manager will report on the following items in the September 8, 2020 
Selectboard Meeting: 

1. Transfer Station Permit Stickers & Punchcards.  
2. COVID-19 Reimbursement 
3. Existing State of the Webstite 
4. Special Town Meeting – September 19, 2020  
5. Status of Fire Department Reports 
6. Economic Development 
7. COVID-19 Amended Reopening Plan 
8. Public Records Policy (Proposed) 
9. Credit Card Use & Late Fees 

If you would like me to address any additional items please notify me prior to 
Tuesday, September 9, 2020.  

 







NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

In accordance with the provisions of 24 V.S.A. §§ 4442(a) and 4444, of the 

Vermont Statutes Annotated, and in consideration of the stay at home 

guidelines in STATE OF VERMONT EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

ADDENDUM 6 TO EXECUTIVE ORDER 01-20 with respect to the 

timing of a public hearing, the Selectboard for the Town of Weathersfield, 

Vermont, will hold a public hearing on Monday, October 5, 2020, at 7:15 

P.M., in the Weathersfield Town Office, at 5259 Route 5 in Ascutney, 

Vermont, to hear public comments on the granting of an easement to parcel 

number 11-02-04 for private water drainage across the town owned portion 

of Drumlin Road.    

Statement of Purpose 

A Weathersfield landowner has applied to construct a Single-Family 

Dwelling on Drumlin Road.  The Town will consider granting an 

easement across the road to allow water to reach the applicant’s leech 

field from the proposed dwelling.   

Geographic Areas Affected 

The easement will affect parcel number 11-02-04 on Drumlin Road, 

Perkinsville, VT 05151. 

Persons wishing to be heard may do so in person, be represented by an agent, or 

may file written comments with the Selectboard prior to the hearing.  

Participation in this hearing is a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent 

appeal.  

Dated at Town of Weathersfield, Windsor County, State of Vermont, this 

7th day of September, 2020. 

 

 

Dave Fuller, Chair 
Weathersfield Selectboard 



 EASEMENT DEED 

 

 KNOW ALL PERSONS BY THESE PRESENTS that the TOWN OF 

WEATHERSFIELD, a municipality in the County of Windsor and State of Vermont, with an 

address of 5259 Route 5, Ascutney, VT 05030, Grantor, in the consideration of One Dollar and 

other good and valuable consideration paid to our full satisfaction by JOHN BONETTI, of 

Farmington, County of Hartford and State of Vermont, Grantee, by these presents do freely 

GIVE, GRANT, SELL, CONVEY AND CONFIRM unto the said Grantee, its successors and 

assigns forever a certain easement interest in a parcel of land located in Weathersfield, County of 

Windsor and State of Vermont described as follows: 

A perpetual twenty foot (20′) wide easement for the purposes of constructing, installing, 

and maintaining a pipe for the conveyance of sewage under Drumlin Road, a public 

highway, in the location shown on that certain plan entitled “Raponotti Septic Design, 

Overall SitePlan, Bonetti, Weathersfield, Vermont,” prepared by Brian Raponotti, dated 

July 15, 2020, which plan was approved as part of Vermont Wastewater System and 

Potable Water Supply Permit, #WW-2-6168 and on file with the Vermont Department of 

Environmental Conservation.  Said easement shall be centered on the location of the pipe 

as constructed.   

 

It shall be a condition of this grant of easement that Grantee, its successors and assigns, 

shall be fully responsible for all costs of constructing, installing and maintaining the pipe 

and repairing Drumlin road to the condition in which it existed prior to any construction, 

installation or maintenance, and Grantee, its successors and assigns, shall indemnify 

Grantor from and against any losses, claims or damages resulting from the construction, 

installation or maintenance of the pipe.  Further, in no event shall Grantee have any claim 

against Grantor for damage to the pipe resulting from Grantor’s maintenance of Drumlin 

Road. 

 

 

 TO HAVE AND TO HOLD said granted premises, with all the privileges and 

appurtenances thereof, to the said Grantee, , its successors and assigns, to its own use and behoof 

forever; and I, the said Grantor, , for successors and assigns, does covenant with the said 

Grantee, TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD, and its successors and assigns, that until the 
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ensealing of these presents, TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD, is the sole owner of the premises, 

and has good right and title to convey the same in manner aforesaid. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD hereunto executes this 

Easement Date on the _____ day of _____________, 2020. 

TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD 

 

 

By: _______________________________ 

      Name: 

      Duly authorized agent 

 

STATE OF VERMONT 

COUNTY OF WINDSOR, SS. 

 

 At __________________, Vermont, in said County, this ______ day of ___________, 

2020, personally appeared _____________________, duly authorized agent of the Town of 

Weathersfield, and she/he acknowledged this instrument, by her/him sealed and subscribed, to be 

her/his free act and deed and the free act and deed of the Town of Weathersfield. 

 

 

                                   ______________________________ 

                                   Notary Public 

My commission expires: 



 

 

           TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD          

                   OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

   5259 ROUTE 5 | PO BOX 550, ASCUTNEY, VT, 05030 
 

To: Weathersfield Selectboard 

Cc:  Weathersfield Residents  

From: Town Manager 

Date:  September 8, 2020 

Re:  Articulated Motor Grader Bid Opening 

 

INTRODUCTION 

On July 20, 2020 we advertised a Request for Bid (RFB) to furnish the Town with an Articulated 

All Wheel Drive (AWD) Motor Grader (See Attachment A). A Pre-Bid Conference took place 

on August 3, 2020 at 10:00am. Attendees included Jacob Kezar (John Deere/ Nortrax), Jeff 

Slade (Milton Cat), Ray Stapleton (Highway Superintendent), John Arrison (Selectboard 

Representative to Highway), and I. During this Pre-Bid Conference questions were asked and 

answered. An Addenda to the RFB reflecting the Q & A from the PBC was issued to all 

interested parties on August 12, 2020 (See Attachment B). Bids were due in our office on August 

20, 2020 at 2:00PM, at which point a bid opening took place. See Attachment C “Bid Opening.” 

We received 2 proposals from Milton Cat and 1 proposal from John Deere. During the bid 

opening I disqualified the bid received by John Deere/ Nortrax because the Bid Form was not 

filled out completely. More specifically, the Net Cost of the machine was blank.  

See Attachment D, which includes a letter from Milton Cat to the Town, the specifications of 

Proposal 1 (pages 2-4) and the specifications for Proposal 2 (pages 5-6). See Page 7 to view 

Exemptions/Clarifications to our July 20, 2020 Specification and August 12, 2020 Addenda.  

See Attachment E to view Proposal #1. The bid can be found on Page 7 of this proposal.  

See Attachment F to view Proposal #2. The bid can be found on Page 7 of this proposal.  

 

SPECIFICATION ANALYSIS 

The purpose of this section is to provide the Board and Weathersfield Residents the specification 

differences between Proposal #1 & Proposal #2. This section will not reference the difference in 

price. See the following page for a Financial Analysis.  

1. P1 is machine ordered whereas P2 is Pre-Built.  

2. P1 has a Transmission Bottom Guard, whereas P2 has both a Transmission Bottom Guard 

& an Extreme Duty Hitch Guard. This protects the center joint better.  

 

PHONE: 802-230-6262 

FAX: 802-674-2117 



 

 

3. P1 has a Deluxe Cab with Air Conditioning/Heating and a pressurizer with window 

ducting and a rear defroster fan, whereas P2 has all of P1 with anti-icing front glass 

(heated glass).  

4. P1 has both left and right cab doors with wipers, whereas P2 has all of P1 with anti-icing 

(heated) glass on the righthand door. This increases efficiency in the winter. In the 

summer this is no difference in efficiency.  

5. P1 has Electric Operational Over Hydraulic Joystick Operational Controls whereas P2 

has Electric over Advanced Joystick Operational Controls with Auto Articulation.  

6. P1 has a 12-foot moldboard with (24” High, 7/8” Thick) with High Wear Cutting Edges, 

and Loose Carbide Bit System whereas P2 has a 14” Mold Board (27” High 1” Thick) 

with High Wear Cutting Edges – End Bits, Loose Carbide Bit System (Heavier Duty). 

Not many towns are continuing with a 12” Moldboard. There’s also a 200lb difference in 

weight and the useful life of a 14” Moldboard will be longer because it’s more robust.  

7. P1 has two (2) 1400 CCA Heavy Duty Batteries, 150 AMP Alternator, and a 710 AMP 

Starter whereas P2 has a 270 AMP Alternator and 1000 AMP Starter. P2 is heavier duty, 

however, both will be fine.  

8. P1 has an AM/FM Weatherband radio whereas P2 has all of this with the addition of a 

Machine Security System.  

9. P1 has all LED lighting, which uses less electricity whereas P2 comes with halogen.  

10. P1 does not have a front counterweight. This is listed as an option. P2 has a front 

counterweight of 885lbs.  

Town Managers Recommendation: Based on the specifications, the 2020 Caterpillar 

140AWD Motor Grader identified in Proposal #2 is the best option for the Town.  

 

FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

There are several options we may pursue to pay for the Motor Grader. 

1. Lease/ Purchase the Motor Grader through Caterpillar Financial.  

a. Not recommended by the Town Manager nor the Treasurer.  

2. Open a Loan with Peoples Bank for the Total Cost of the Motor Grader. 

a. This option is the Town Manager and Treasurers 2nd Choice.  

3. Open a Loan with Peoples Bank for the Cost of the Machine ONLY and pay the cost of 

the Warranty up front. Break down the Cost of the Warranty into 5 or 7 segments and 

expense it out to the Highway Department Budget over 5 or 7 consecutive years. The first 

segment will hit this year’s budget. This option will reduce the amount of interest the 

Town will be charged and save the Town money. For example, the Town will save 

$1,396.03 over the course of a 5-year period (2.35% interest) or $2,039.06 over a 7-year 

period (2.55% interest) at the interest rate provided by Peoples Bank. Ideally, we would 

have the cash in reserves to pay for the total cost of the Motor Grader. In this case, we 

would not be paying any interest at all and the Town would save $11,280 (5-year term) or 

$15,040 (7-year term).  

 

Recommendation: Option 3 



 

 

 

MOTOR GRADER BID ANALYSIS 

Category Bid 1 Bid 2 

Make Caterpillar Caterpillar 

Model 140 AWD 140 AWD 

Year 2020/2021 2020 

Warranty - 5 year/ 5000 

hour 
Included Included 

Warranty - 6 year/ 6000 

hour 
$11,500 $11,500 

Warranty - 7 year/ 7000 

hour 
$19,500 $19,500 

Price w/ 12' Moldboard $380,000 N/A 

Price w/ 14' Moldboard $380,750 / $381,750 $385,000 

Less Trade $225,000 $225,000 

Net Cost $155,000 $160,000 

Delivery Date ASAP ASAP 

OPTIONS 

5 year/ 5000-hour 

maintenance program 
$19,500 $19,500 

6 year/ 6000-hour 

maintenance program 
$27,500.00 $27,500 

7 year/ 7000-hour 

maintenance program 
$30,500 $30,500 

Telematics Included Included 

Cross Slope Grade Control $6,900 N/A 

Front Push Block $2000 / $3500 Included 

Blade Impact Absorption 

System 
Included Included 



 

 

 

Financing 
(Based on a $160,000 Loan) 

Company Term Interest Rate 
Principal 

Payment 
Total Interest  

Total Paid over 

X Years 

Caterpillar 

Financial 
5 2.85% $32,000 $11,860 $171,860 

Caterpillar 

Financial 
7 2.85% $22,587 $16,687 $176,687 

Peoples Bank 5 2.35% $32,000 $11,280 $171,280 

Peoples Bank 7 2.55% $22,857 $15,040 $175,040 

 

 

Recommendation 1: Purchase the Caterpillar 2020 140 AWD Motor Grader identified in 

proposal #2 with a net cost of $160,000.  

 

Recommendation 2: Purchase the 7 Year/ 7000 Hour Full Machine Warranty in lieu of the 5 

Year/5000 Hour “No Cost” Warranty. 

 

Recommendation 3: Open a Loan with Peoples Bank for the Cost of the Machine ONLY for 

either a 5 year or 7-year term and pay the cost of the Warranty up front. Expense the 7 Year/ 

7000 Hour Full Machine Warranty out over 5 or 7 consecutive years to the Highway Budget. 

$171,860
$171,280

$176,687

$175,040

$168,000

$169,000

$170,000

$171,000

$172,000

$173,000

$174,000

$175,000

$176,000

$177,000

$178,000

Caterpillar Financial (5) Peoples Bank (5) Caterpillar Financial (7) Peoples Bank (7)

Total Cost



 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

[REQUEST FOR BIDS] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD, VERMONT 

                   REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL | ROAD GRADER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 P.O. Box 550 | 5259 Route 5, Ascutney, VT 05030  

 

 
 

07/21/20 ROAD GRADER RFP 

The Town of Weathersfield is accepting sealed Proposals for one (1) Motor 

Grader of the latest standard model being manufactured and which has been 

regularly advertised.  



Road Grader – Request for Proposal (RFP) 
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TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 

The Town of Weathersfield, VT is seeking sealed proposals for furnishing the Town with the 

following piece of equipment for the Highway Department: 

One (1) Articulated All Wheel Drive Motor Grader  

Sealed competitive proposals will be received in the Town Manager’s Office, 5259 US Route 5 | 

PO BOX 550, Ascutney, VT 05030 until 2:00PM on August 20, 2020. Late bids will not be 

opened and will be returned to the proposer.  

A pre-bid conference will be held at Martin Memorial Hall on August 3, 2020 at 10:00am.  

Note: All envelopes shall be clearly marked “AWD Motor Grader Bid” and written to the 

attention of the Town Manager.  

Further information and complete specifications may be obtained via email at 

Weathersfield@weathersfield.org or in person by appointment only by contacting Susanne 

Terrill at 802-674-2626. 

The Town of Weathersfield reserves the right to reject any or all proposals or to accept the 

proposal deemed to be in the best interest of the Town of Weathersfield, as well as to waive any 

informalities. 

The Town of Weathersfield is requesting that all companies submit proposals on the motor 

grader based on the attached specifications dated July 20, 2020.  
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GENERAL SPECIFICATION 

MODEL: Latest Standard Model being Manufactured 

WARRANTY: 7 year/7000 Hour Full Machine, No Cost Warranty 

DELIVERY: Proposer must perform a complete pre-delivery service prior to 

delivery of equipment.  

Proposer must state the number of days for delivery from time of order. 

In the event of a late delivery, a $150.00 per day late fee will be 

accessed against the purchase price with the total not to exceed 2.5% of 

purchase price.  

MANUALS: One (1) complete service manual, digital and printed 

One (1) complete parts manual, digital and printed 

One (1) operator’s manual 

One (1) training video (if available)  

TRAINING: Upon delivery to end-user Proposer will provide instruction to 

operators on proper operation and daily maintenance.  

BIDDER:  There shall be $500,000.00 minimum of product liability coverage by 

the manufacturer and a minimum of $500,000.00 liability coverage by 

the product installers to protect the Town of Weathersfield. 

Certification shall be provided with Proposal.  

Preference may be given to the Proposer who has a local dealer with a 

reasonable amount of parts inventory for the unit that has been 

proposed and a complete service facility. On new models or equipment 

not previously purchased by the Town of Weathersfield, the Selection 

Team may elect to have a demonstration of the models being 

considered.  

REQUIREMENTS: 
All motor graders must meet all State, Federal and OSHA 

requirements. 

AWARD: Award of bid will be based on the following criteria: Features, 

Performance, Cost, Resale Value, Warranty, Service, Parts 

Availability, Trade in Value of Existing Road Grader, and any other 

criteria deemed in the best interest of the Town of Weathersfield. 
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INTENT 

1. It is the intent of the Town of Weathersfield to purchase one (1) articulated all-wheel drive 

motor grader with a minimum of 42,000-pound operating weight, 250 net horsepower, 

inclusive of these specifications dated July 20, 2020.  

2. It is the intent of the Town of Weathersfield to trade its current 2015 Caterpillar 140M motor 

grader with wing, scarifier, and front push blade. This may be viewed at the Highway Garage 

located at 483 Stoughton Pond Road, Perkinsville, VT 05151.  

3. All Motor Graders bid on must be of the latest standard model being manufactured and 

which has been regularly advertised. 

4. It is not the intent of these specifications to specify the make of unit or assemblies, although 

names may be used for reference. 

5. Completed bids to be submitted by a person authorized to represent the bidder. Sealed 

competitive bids will be received at the Town Manager’s Office, 5259 US Route 5 | PO BOX 

550, Ascutney, Vermont 05030 on or before July 20, 2020 at 2:00 pm at which time they will 

be publicly opened and read aloud in the Town Clerk’s Office. Bids received after that time 

will not be opened and will be returned to bidder. 

6. Note: All envelopes shall be clearly marked “Articulated AWD Motor Grader Bid” and 

written to the Attention of the Town Manager.  

7. The complete unit, including all accessories and extras, complete parts books, service 

manuals and operator’s manuals, to be delivered to the Highway Garage, 483 Stoughton 

Pond Road, Perkinsville, VT 05151. 

8. Delivery of the Motor Grader shall be made after July 20, 2020 and within six months of the 

bid award.  

9. All proposals must be submitted on the attached bid sheets and each bidder is required to 

submit with their bid, complete manufacturers specifications on the unit to be furnished. 
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SPECIFICATIONS:  

General:  

1. Operating weight shall be a minimum of 42,000 lbs.  

2. Machine shall be of the latest model.  

3. Tires shall be a radial 17.5 x 25 SNOPLUS or approved equal.  

Engine:  

1. The engine shall be a turbo-charged, direct injection, variable horsepower diesel engine 

with a minimum rating no less than 250HP.  

2. Covers shall be provided for engine compartment to protect against airborne debris.  

3. A 120-volt engine block heater shall be available to assist in cold weather starting.  

4. Engine coolant shall be extended life coolant with protection to no less than - 40° F.  

5. Engine shall have oil and fuel filters, air filter with pre-cleaner and indicator.  

6. Reversing Fan Drive 

Powertrain:  

1. Transmission shall be a direct drive, power shift, counter shaft type with fully automatic 

hands-free shift feature.  

2. All Wheel Drive 

3. Transmission shall not have less than eight (8) forward speeds and not less than six (6) 

reverse speeds.  

4. Differential Lock/ Unlock shall be electro-hydraulically controlled and shall not have 

speed restrictions for engaging/ disengaging.  

Steering:  

1. Steering wheel or joystick controls, either is acceptable.  

Brakes:  

1. Four-wheel power brakes completely sealed with parking brake.  

Hydraulic System 

1. Lock valves shall be integrated into the main implement valve to prevent cylinder drift.  

2. Blade lift cylinders shall have independent float capability.  

3. Machine shall have hydraulic controls and lines to run the following implements:  

a. Angle Moldboard 

b. Snow Wing Mast 

c. Snow Wing Lift 

d. Front Lift 

e. Rear Lift 

4. Rear attachment capability 
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Front Axle and Tandems 

1. Front Axle oscillation with left and right wheel lean. 

2. Rear fenders and/or removable front fenders.  

3. Machine must be equipped with a “0” degree wheel lean bar to help eliminate any tire 

wear on outer edges.  

4. Oscillating 4-wheel tandem drive, with full machine articulation having no interference 

between tandem wheel and machine structure.  

Operators Station  

1. An enclosed sound suppressed cab with rollover protective structure (ROPS).  

2. Cab shall have a fixed front window with intermittent wiper/washer, left and right-hand 

doors with side windows having wiper/wash and the rear defrosters with independent 

speed control and additional circulating fans.  

3. All standard and optional gauges as indicated in the manufacturer’s literature.  

4. Auxiliary controls shall be available for control of attachment implements and/or work 

tools.  

5. Digital machine hour meter shall be provided.  

6. AM/FM radio with CD, speakers, and Bluetooth. 

7. Two (2) 12-volt sources shall be provided, one for a 2-way radio and the second for 

accessories.  

8. Two (2) outside heater mirrors and one (1) inside wide-angle rear-view mirror.  

9. HVAC System 

10. High resolution backup camera with monitor 

11. Dual joystick controls 

12. Air Ride Seat  

Moldboard  

1. A 12’ long, minimum 24” high and minimum 7/8” thick moldboard shall be available 

with a carbide bit system installed. Alternate price shall be provided for a 14’ long 

minimum 24” high and minimum 7/8” thick moldboard shall be available with a carbide 

bit system installed. 

2. The standard mounting hardware for cutting edges and end bits shall be 5/8”. 

3. Hydraulic controlled blade side shift and tilt, blade float hydraulics.  

4. Circle slip clutch. 

5. Moldboard Hydraulic accumulator. 

Electrical 

1. Starting system shall be a 24-volt direct electric type 

2. Machine shall have an alternator that meets the amperage requirements of the machine and 

added lights and accessories.  

3. Electrical system shall have a master disconnect switch 

4. LED Headlights with front turn signals, dimmer switch for road lighting. Factory installed 

taillight kit.  
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5. LED Stop, tail, rear turn signals and back up lights shall be included. 

6. Cab mounted LED beacon light with tree guard and switch mounted in cab. Federal Signal 

Highlighter 454201 or approved equal. 

7. LED Mid frame lights to illuminate moldboard, wing lamps mounted on the right-hand side 

of cab to illuminate snow wing, and front mounted cab lights. 

8. Back-up alarm.  

Additional Features 

1. Hydraulic snow wing and post and 12’ blade.  

2. Full machine warranty for 7 years from date of purchase.  

Trade  

1. 2015 Caterpillar 140M motor grader with wing, scarifier, and front push blade. 

2. 5000 Hours  

Exceptions & Deviations  

Proposers shall fully describe every variance exception and/or deviation. List the item number 

here and fully explain any items in non-compliance with specification.  

Additional sheets may be used if required. 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD, VERMONT 

ARTICULATED ALL WHEEL DRIVE MOTOR GRADER 

BID SHEET 

 

Make of Unit Bid ____________________________ 

Model of Unit Bid: ____________________________ 

Year of Unit Bid: ____________________________ 

7 Year/7000 Hour Full Machine Warranty:  $___________________________ 

Price of Unit with 12’ Moldboard $___________________________ 

Price of Unit with 14’ Moldboard $___________________________ 

Less Trade (2015 Cat 140M):  $___________________________ 

Net Cost:  

Delivery Date:  

$___________________________ 

____________________________ 

 

OPTIONS 

A. 7 Year/7000 Hour Maintenance               $___________________________ 

Program 

B. Telematics (with remote software                                                  $___________________________ 

upgrades)  

C. Cross Slope Grade Control                        $___________________________ 

 

D. Front Push Block                                         $___________________________ 

 

E. Blade Impact Absorption System             $____________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________  
Company Name 

 

 

___________________________________________________ 

Authorized Company Representative Name (Printed) 

 

 

___________________________________________________ 

Authorized Company Representative Signature 

 

 

___________________________________________________ 

Date  



 

 

ATTACHMENT B 

[ADDENDA] 
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                                  TOWN MANAGER 
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Addenda 01 to Motor Grader RFP Dated 7/20/2020                                                                          Page 1 of 1 
 

 

PHONE - 802-230-6262  

      FAX - 802-674-2117 

 

PURPOSE OF THIS ADDENDA 

The Town of Weathersfield is issuing this Addenda to the Request for Proposal named above to respond to 

questions the Town of Weathersfield received during the Bid Conference on August 3, 2020 at 10:00am at 

Martin Memorial Hall. 

Question 1: Is there another RFP dated July 21, 2020?  

Answer 1: No. Please make the correction to July 20, 2020.  

Question 2:  Does the Town still want a 7-year – 7000-hour warranty?  

Answer 2:  The Town would like pricing on 5 year – 5000 hour, 6-year – 6000 hour, and 7-year -7000-

hour warranty with the availability of an extension on a later date. Please also note in your 

proposal whether there is an extension available to the warranty you provide and the cost of 

that extension. For example, if the Town purchases a 5-year warranty, what is that cost? If 

the Town decides years into owning the machine that we wish to extend that warranty to 6-

years, what will that extension cost the Town?  

Question 3: The delivery may be affected by unexpected circumstances. If we do not deliver the 

machine within 6-months will we be subject to the $150.00 per day fee?  

Answer 3: No. We are striking the $150.00 per day late fee, however, the trade in value of our existing 

machine must not change based on the delivery date of the new machine.  

Question 4: Will we be subject to the insurance requirements on Page 2 of the RFP under Bidder?  

Answer 4: Strike the first paragraph under bidder on PG 2.  

Question 5: Does the Town want a digital and printed manual? This will increase the price to the 

taxpayers. 

Answer 5: This is a good point. Please only provide a printed manual. Strike digital and training videos 

under general specification on PG 2.  

Question 6: What does the “Operating Weight” mean?  

Answer 6: The operating weight is defined differently depending on the company. Your operating 

weight should include the equipment on the machine while grading. Please exclude the wing 

itself because it is only used in the winter.  

Question 7: Do you want rear end skid plate included in the bid?   

Answer 7: Yes, please include pricing with the Rear end skid plate. 

Question 8: Are there independent brakes on all the wheels?  

Answer 8: No. This states that all 4 wheels should be braked. Each wheel should have braking 

capabilities (4-wheels are able to brake).  

Question 9: Is the Blade Impact Absorption System a separate bid on the bid sheet? 

Answer 9: No. This was a duplication. Please strike E on bid sheet.  

END OF THIS ADDENDA  

To: All Prospective Bidders 

Cc:  Weathersfield Residents 

From:  Town Manager, Selectboard 

Date: August 12, 2020 

RE:  RFP – Articulated Motor Grader  



 

 

ATTACHEMENT C 

[BID OPENING] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

ATTACHMENT D 

[BID SPECIFICATIONS] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



















 

 

ATTACHMENT E 

[PROPOSAL 1 BID SHEET] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

ATTACHMENT F 

[PROPOSAL 2 BID SHEET] 





GL Bank Account Purpose Lender Terms Maturity Date

Interest 

Rate

Balance as of 

06/30/2019 Principal Paid  FY20 Interest

Balance as of 

06/30/2020

98-2-030-30.00 1777459-20 2016 Police Cruiser Peoples United Bank Principal of $11,333 w/interest 7/22/2019 2.25% 11,333.00$                 11,333.00                    -$                    

98-2-030-31.00 1777459-21 2017 Spartan Fire Truck Peoples United Bank Principal of $45,800 w/interest 5/17/2022 2.50% 137,400.00$               45,800.00                    91,600.00$        

98-2-030-06.75 Grader Lease-CAT Financial CAT Financial Yearly lease $33,988 33,322.00$                 33,322.00                    -$                    

98-2-030-29.00 1777459-00017 Highway Garage Heat/Well Peoples United Bank Principal of $18,334 w/interest 4/8/2019 2.0% 18,332.00$                 18,332.00                    -$                    

98-2-030-32.00 1777459-00023 2018 Western Star Dump Trk Peoples united Bank Principal of $31,304 w/Interest 1/17/2023 2.75% 125,216.00$               31,304.00                    0 93,912.00$        

98-2-030-33.00 Self Center RD paving Town of WeathersfieldPrincipal of $190K w/Interest 10/1/2024 2.75% -$                             -                                190,000.00$      

Notes Payable Schedule

As of June 30, 2020
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To: Weathersfield Selectboard 

Cc:  Weathersfield Residents  

From: Town Manager 

Date:  September 4, 2020 

Re:  Salt Shed Bid Opening 

 

On August 6, 2020, the Town advertised a Request for Proposal (RFP) to fabricate and install an 

overhead protection system on the Town Salt Shed, located at 483 Stoughton Pond Road. The 

roof on the existing Salt Shed is caving in and needs to be replaced. As the roof continues to fall 

in, concrete roofing material mixes with the salt material and can potentially harm workers if a 

worker is inside at the time a piece of the roof breaks off.  

A Site Visit was scheduled for Tuesday, August 18, 2020 at 10:00am. Bids are due at Martin 

Memorial Hall by 1:00pm on September 7th, 2020.  

Please note: the bid opening will take place as scheduled on September 7, 2020 at 1:00pm. The 

Chief of Police and Town Manager will be present for this bid opening. All bids will be provided 

to the Selectboard on September 8, 2020.  

 

 

PHONE: 802-230-6262 

FAX: 802-674-2117 
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TO:    Weathersfield Planning Commission 

FROM:   Chris Whidden, Esq.; Weathersfield Land Use Administrator  

RE:    Noise Ordinance/Performance Standard Enforcement  

DATE:   7/27/2020 

 

The questions presented are: 1.) What is required for enforcement of a Notice of 

Violation (NOV) related to a violation of the performance standards governing noise; and 

3) what can the Town of Weathersfield do to remedy the issue of numerous noise 

complaints? 

1. What is Required for the enforcement of a Notice of Violation (NOV)? 

 NOVs are a civil enforcement measure, not criminal.  Thus, only a 

preponderance of the evidence that a violation has occurred is required for enforcement 

of an NOV, rather than beyond a reasonable doubt as used in criminal matters.  The 

bylaw in which an NOV is grounded needs to be sufficient to put the public on notice of 

the proscribed behavior or performance standard.  The maximum fine for a noise 

violation is $200 per violation under 24 VSA § 4451.  The Town of Woodstock has also 

added a bylaw that each time a police officer is called to the scene of a noise complaint it 

is a separate violation.  

Zoning Administrators (ZA) are qualified to conduct decibel readings for NOVs.  

See In Re Laberge NOV, Docket #2016 VT 99 (VT 2016).  In Laberge, the Hinesburg 

ZA took a noise measurement with a complaining property owner using the property 

owner’s personal decibel reader.  Using the reading from the device as supporting 

evidence, the ZA issued a NOV to Laberge.  The noise was created by a motocross track 

that Laberge was operating on his property. At trial, the court enforced the NOV.  
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LaBerge appealed to the Vermont Supreme Court, who affirmed the lower court’s 

enforcement of the NOV.  The Court explained that in such cases, the Court’s practice 

was to allow a property owner who had purchased and used a sound meter to explain how 

well they know how to operate it, how they operated it during a time of concern, and 

what results the meter showed. The court noted that it would afford the readings the 

appropriate weight based upon the credibility of the testimony. 

Commercial decibel readers are sufficient to provide evidence of a noise 

violation.  See, i.e. Docket # 45-3-12 - In Re Big Rock Gravel Quarry Act 250 Permit.  

(VT Superior Court, Environmental Division 2012).   In Big Rock, the applicant for a 

quarry permit provided evidence from a commercially purchased decibel reader, which 

the court accepted to show that the operation of the quarry was in conformance with the 

performance standard.  However, the court commented on the applicant’s lack of training 

in the use of the reader, citing his inability to distinguish between db and dbA readings. 

To bolster the likelihood of meeting that burden, devices can be purchased that 

have audio recording of the sound that is being measured.  Opponents of recordings in 

court would argue that it is hearsay.  However, the argument fails because an audio 

recording is not hearsay because hearsay requires declarant to be a human.  The 

recordings would be from a machine, and most likely be recording mechanical noises 

rather than human voices.  Because the recording would be taken from a position on the 

abutters property line, the ZA need only show that he had permission from the abutter to 

take the reading on his property, which can be shown by affidavit or testimony. 
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Therefore, to enforce a notice of violation, the ZA must provide a noise reading 

paired with testimony showing familiarity with the surrounding circumstances and the 

procedure of sound measurement, that the measurement was taken from a location where 

the ZA presence was authorized by the complainant and in conformity with the 2017 

Weathersfield Bylaws, and the reading on the device.  This would likely result in a court 

finding that a violation has occurred by a preponderance of the evidence, and thus make 

the NOV enforceable. 

2. What can the Town of Weathersfield do to remedy the issue of multiple noise 

complaints? 

Here, the ZA has a duty under the 2017 Weathersfield Bylaws to enforce the 

regulations found therein.  When a complaint is received, the ZA is required to 

investigate.  Since taking office on April 7, 2020, the ZA has responded to multiple noise 

complaints and has been unable to enforce the bylaws.  The ZA’s first contact with the 

citizens of Weathersfield was a noise complaint.  Further, the ZA has received messages 

from citizens expressing their disappointment in the Town’s inability to ensure 

enjoyment of their property because of the lack of enforcement.  These bylaws contain a 

noise performance standard that limits the number of decibels that can be emitted from a 

parcel based on the zoning of the parcels involved.  The Court has held that a plainly 

audible standard is not unconstitutionally vague.  Further, this noise ordinance is 

sufficient to put the public on notice of the performance standards applicable to their 

parcels and the proscribed behavior because it gives a numeric standard (decibels) rather 
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than a vague or subjective standard.  Because the Bylaws provide a numeric standard, the 

only way to enforce the bylaw and to establish proof of a violation by a preponderance of 

the evidence is through using a decibel reader paired with the testimony of the user.  

Thus, without a decibel reader, the ZA is unable to establish evidence to support or 

enforce a NOV, and the bylaw fails because it is completely unenforceable. 

Further, the Bylaws require a “trained and certified professional” to measure noise 

levels.  This standard is found in the criminal context, where proof beyond a reasonable 

doubt is required, rather than a preponderance of the evidence standard required in civil 

matters.  This standard is also used by individuals who are attempting to refute the 

evidence against them by way of expert witnesses in a court proceeding.  The facts in 

LaBerge clearly show the standard is that the individual operating the device need only 

explain how well they know how to operate it, how they operated it during a time of 

concern, and what results the meter showed. The court would then afford the readings the 

appropriate weight based upon the credibility of the testimony, and determine if the 

matter has been shown by a preponderance of the evidence.   

3. Conclusion 

Therefore, I request the Planning Commission recommend a change to the bylaw 

in  which “trained and certified professional” is replaced with “the Town Manager, 

Zoning Administrator, Town Health officer, or the Weathersfield Police Officer or 

Constable” to the Selectboard.  I further request that the Planning Commission 

recommend the purchase of a decibel reader that has audio recording technology at a 
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price not to exceed $800 to the same, and that the Planning Commission begin the 

conversation as to the definition of noise producing activities that are exempted from the 

noise performance standards and include them in the Bylaw updates. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Chris Whidden, Esq. 

Weathersfield Zoning Administrator 
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TO:    Weathersfield Planning Commission 

FROM:   Chris Whidden, Esq.; Weathersfield Land Use Administrator  

RE:    Noise Performance Standard Bylaw Amendment  

DATE:   7/28/2020 

 

The Land Use Administrator requests the Planning Commission to amend Section 

6.13(B)(1)(a) of the Weathersfield Town Bylaws in which “a person conducting sound 

measurements shall have been trained in techniques and principles of sound measuring 

equipment and instrumentation” is stricken and replaced with “The Town Manager, Land 

Use Administrator, Town Health officer, Weathersfield Police Officer, Constable, 

deputies, or other Town enforcement officer is authorized to conduct sound 

measurement.”   

Support for this request can be found in the memorandum from my office to the 

Planning Commission regarding noise performance standards, attached hereto and 

submitted to the Planning Commission on July 27, 2020.  

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Chris Whidden, Esq. 

Weathersfield Zoning Administrator 
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To: Weathersfield Selectboard 

Cc:  Weathersfield Residents  

From: Town Manager 

Date:  September 8, 2020 

Re:  2014 Purchase & Sale Agreement 

 

SUMMARY 

On August 17, 2020 I presented a Report to the Selectboard and Residents regarding a Purchase 

and Sale Agreement signed by the Selectboard on July 21, 2014. This Report will continue until 

the issue is resolved.  

During the previous meeting I made the following points:  

1. The Purchase & Sale Agreement was signed with the intent of recovering delinquent 

taxes owed to the Town.  

2. When the Purchase & Sale Agreement was signed the Total Delinquent Taxes Owed on 

Parcel 050154 (Thrasher Road) was over $86,000.  

3. Although not explicitly disclosed, the Total Delinquent Taxes Owed on Parcel 050154-1 

(Jason Smith Road) was $15,846.20.  

4. The Purchase & Sale Agreement contained 8 Conditions & 4 Contingencies.  

a. Residents Conditions 

i. Satisfied 

ii. Satisfied 

iii. The language in the Purchase & Sale Agreement was Misleading 

b. Town Conditions 

i. Not Satisfied 

ii. Not Satisfied 

iii. Satisfied 

iv. Not Satisfied 

v. Not Satisfied 

c. Contingencies  

i. Not Satisfied 

ii. Satisfied 

iii. Satisfied 

iv. Not Satisfied 

5. The Total Delinquent Taxes Owed to date is $78,506.13 and will continue to accumulate.  

6. The only time Interest & Penalty stop accumulating is when the delinquent taxes on a 

property are satisfied by either payment, abatement, or tax sale.  

 

PHONE: 802-230-6262 

FAX: 802-674-2117 



 

 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

Note: Questions 5-7 were forwarded to the Finance Department & answered.  

1. How much money has the Town spent on Legal Fees for this Purchase & Sale 

Agreement?  

a. Between 2015-2019 the Town of Weathersfield Spent $17,260.95 on Legal Fees 

regarding this Purchase & Sale Agreement. We will be researching 2010-2014 to 

find the Total Amount Spent on Legal Fees during this period as well.  

2. How much money has the Town spent on appraisals, survey, and permitting costs to 

date? 

a. As of September 4, 2020, the Town has spent $9,914.00 on appraisals, survey, 

and permitting costs. Please note, $9,514.00 was spent prior to January 27, 

2020.  

3. What is the total spent between 1 & 2 above?  

a. $27,174.95 (Not including money spent on Legal Fees prior to 2015). 

4. If this application is approved by the Board of Abatement without the 3-acre parcel and 

easement backed out (we give it back) how much will the Board of Abatement be 

requested to abate?  

a.  As of September 4, 2020, the number on the application will be $97,247.42 given 

the situation above. If the Board of Abatement waives $97,247.42 in delinquent 

taxes, the Town will take a hit for a total of $124,422.37 (Delinquent Taxes 

Owed, Money spent on legal fees, and money spent on permitting, surveying, and 

appraisals. Please note, $27,174.95 will not hit this nor any other future budget 

because it was money spent over the years attempting to satisfy the conditions and 

contingencies in the 2014 Purchase & Sale Agreement.  

5. How has the interest and penalty moneys traveled through the budgets since the 

agreement was signed?  

a. The interest and penalty for all delinquent taxes are charged to revenue line in the 

year they are incurred because we run a modified accrual accounting system so 

yes each year the Abbott's interest get charged to the GF-Interest on delinquent 

tax line item.  

6. The auditors wrote off a large chunk in last years audit. If this was wrong, then how do 

we undo it?  

a. The auditors did not write off any of the Abbotts delinquent taxes, penalty or 

interest, they made an adjusting entry (to take the revenue out of the current 

year’s budget and move it to the balance sheet) moving this debt to a liability 

(negative asset) on the balance sheet called Allowance for Doubtful Accounts. 

This is often the case when a receivable remains on the books for a long period of 

time and no agreement has formally been made. When an agreement is reached 

the liability will be debited for what the balance of the account is, since this is all 

the Abbott debt. So, this entry will not affect the budget, except for the amount 

that remains up and above the allowance. Currently the allowance at the end of 

FY19 was $69,400 and the auditors will adjust again this year adding to this 

allowance.  



 

 

7. The budget always has an I&P income line.  Has the Abbott I&P been accounted for 
each year out of this line? Where I am trying to go with this is If the BOA forgives the 
entire amount of I&P what affect will that have in the year of the abatement, 
possibly this year.   

a. If the BOA voted to forgive/abate all of the Abbott's Interest and penalty today I 

think there would be no effect on the FY21 budget this number changes the longer 

we wait and the more interest that accrues. Allowance FY19 $69,400 plus audit 

adjustment for FY20 not known at this point, should offset the decision of the 

BOA on interest and penalty.  

8. Does the Easement granted through this Purchase & Sale Agreement lead all the way into 

the Town Forest? 

a. No. We need an additional easement from the Johnson Family if we want a 

permanent easement. The State has granted us (informally) an easement through 

the State Right of Way. The problem with this is that it can be taken away at any 

time should the State need it for something.  

9. Is there a leach field or sewage on the 3-acre parcel the Town acquired?  

a. There has been no formal Site Assessment conducted to determine whether there 

is or is not. Nothing in the Purchase & Sale agreement states there is or is not. 

Nothing in the Purchase & Sale agreement states the Agreement is void if there is 

or is not.  

NEXT STEP OPTONS 

1. Move forward with the existing Purchase & Sale Agreement to fulfill the unmet 

conditions/ contingencies. This will include the following:  

a. Additional permitting & surveying (if required by the Selectboard and the 

Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation).  

b. Selectboard Support the Application pending before the Weathersfield Board of 

Abatement. This can be done through a written letter to the Board.  

c. Screen the beginning of the trail easement from the residence using mutually 

agreed, reasonable measures such as trees, bushes, and fencing.  

d. Post the Trailhead parking area as open for use only during daylight hours.  

e. Pursue Right of Way options from the Johnson Family to secure a permanent 

easement.  

2. Move forward with voiding the Purchase & Sale Agreement.  

a. An argument can be made that the conditions and contingencies cannot be met. 

Charles Johnson denied the Towns effort to obtain a Right of Way through his 

property. Contingency 4 cannot be satisfied as written. The resident’s condition 3 

was misleading.  

b. The resident will have an opportunity to file an application with the Board of 

Abatement for the full amount of the delinquent taxes owed between 2000 & 

2010 ($101,503.16). If the request is denied the Tax Collector holds a Tax Sale.  

c. The Town will have spent $27,174.95 on legal fees, permitting, surveying, etc. for 

nothing.  

3. Move forward with amending the Purchase & Sale Agreement to a language mutually 

agreeable to the Resident and Selectboard. 
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To: Weathersfield Selectboard 

Cc:  Weathersfield Residents  

From: Town Manager 

Date:  September 8, 2020 

Re:  Highway Garage Solar Site 

 

Norwich Solar needed to move the Site Array to protect potential roost trees by adding a buffer 

around each. The proposed revised array layout is attached. The site was staked by Norwich 

Solar. All Selectboard Members were notified in previous meetings regarding the amended plan. 

The next step is to determine whether this amendment works well with the Town. 

See Attachment A – Executed Option Agreement 

See Attachment B – PUC Order Lifting Stay and Adopting Revised Schedule  

See Attachment C - Previous Plan 

See Attachment D – Amended, Proposed Plan  

 

PHONE: 802-230-6262 

FAX: 802-674-2117 



 

 

ATTACHMENT A 

[EXECUTE OPTION AGREEMENT] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 











































































 

 

ATTACHMENT B 

[PUC ORDER LIFTING STAY AND ADOPTING REVISED 

SCHEDULE] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STATE OF VERMONT 
PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION 

 
Case No. 19-2616-NMP 
 
Petition of Weathersfield Town Garage Solar 
LLC for a certificate of public good, pursuant 
to 30 V.S.A. §§ 248 and 8010, authorizing the 
installation and operation of a 500 kW (AC) 
solar electric generation system in 
Weathersfield, Vermont 

 

 
        Order entered:  
 

ORDER LIFTING STAY AND ADOPTING REVISED SCHEDULE   

This proceeding concerns an application filed on June 28, 2019, by Weathersfield Town 

Garage Solar, LLC (“Applicant”) with the Vermont Public Utility Commission for a certificate 

of public good to construct and operate a 500 kW solar group net-metering system in 

Weathersfield, Vermont. 

On January 15, 2020, I issued a scheduling order for this proceeding. 

On March 18, 2020, the Applicant filed a motion for an extension to the deadline for the 

second round of discovery and a stay for the remainder of the proceeding pending the submittal 

of a revised schedule by the parties.   

On March 19, 2020, I issued an order extending the schedule for the second round of 

discovery and staying the remainder of the proceeding until the parties submitted a revised 

schedule. 

On April 17, 2020, the Applicant filed a revised schedule and a request to lift the stay.  

The Applicant represents that ANR and the Department of Public Service have agreed to the 

proposed revised schedule. 

Accordingly, I lift the stay of the proceeding and adopt the schedule below for the 

remainder of the proceeding: 

 

May 27, 2020 ANR’s Prefiled Testimony and Exhibits Due 

June 1, 2020 Applicant’s First Set of Discovery on ANR Due 

04/21/2020
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July 2, 2020 ANR’s Response to Applicant’s First Set of Discovery Due 

July 14, 2020 Applicant’s Second Set of Discovery on ANR Due 

August 13, 2020 ANR’s Response to Applicant’s Second Set of Discovery Due 

September 13, 2020 Applicant’s Rebuttal Due 

October 1, 2020 ANR’s Surrebuttal Due 

October 21, 22, 28, or 

29, 2020 

Evidentiary Hearing (if necessary) 

 

SO ORDERED. 

 

 

Dated at Montpelier, Vermont, this                                                                         . 

 
 

            
Andrew Flagg 
Hearing Officer   

OFFICE OF THE CLERK 

Filed:  

Attest:         
  Deputy Clerk of the Commission 
 
 Notice to Readers:  This decision is subject to revision of technical errors.  Readers are requested to notify 
the Clerk of the Commission (by e-mail, telephone, or in writing) of any apparent errors, in order that any necessary 
corrections may be made.  (E-mail address:  puc.clerk@vermont.gov)  
 

 

21st day of April, 2020

April 21, 2020 

mailto:puc.clerk@vermont.gov


 

PUC Case No. 19-2616-NMP - SERVICE LIST 

Parties: 

Kevin Anderson 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
1 National Life Drive  
Davis 2  
Montpelier, VT  05620-3901 
Kevin.Anderson@vermont.gov 
 

(for Vermont Agency of Natural Resources) 

Wayne Beliveau, pro se 
571 Stoughton Pond Rd.  
Perkinsville, VT  05151 
vt.multi-craft@comcast.net 
 

 

Donald J. Einhorn, Esq. 
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 
1 National Life Drive, Davis 2  
Montpelier, VT  05602-3901 
donald.einhorn@vermont.gov 
 

(for Vermont Agency of Natural Resources) 

Kimberly K. Hayden, Esq. 
Paul Frank + Collins PC 
One Church Street 05402  
P.O. Box 1307  
Burlington, VT  05401 
khayden@pfclaw.com 
 

(for Weathersfield Town Garage Solar LLC) 

Alexander Wing 
Vermont Department of Public Service 
112 State Street  
Montpelier, VT  05620 
alexander.wing@vermont.gov 
 

(for Vermont Department of Public Service) 

  
 
 
 
 

  
  
 



 

 

 

ATTACHEMENT C 

[PREVIOUS PLAN] 
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Weathersfield Town Garage
Solar Project

Notes:
1. Array sizing for 500 kW AC.
2. Aspects of this plan are approximate and from aerial
 imagery.
3. The horizontal coordinate system is NAD83 Vermont
State Plane 4400 (Meters).
4. Elevations are based on NAVD88 (Feet)
5. Publicly available data are provided by the Vermont
Center for Geographic Information (VCGI).
6. Existing elevation contour lines are based on 2016
LiDAR from VCGI.
7. The design shown is for the purposes of permitting.
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CAVENDISH

BALTIMORE

WEATHERSFIELD

483 Stoughton Pond Road
Perkinsville, Vermont

Prepared for: Norwich Solar Technologies
Prepared on: 6/26/19 RD
Revised on: 9/24/19 RD
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[NEW PLAN] 
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           TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD          

                   OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

   5259 ROUTE 5 | PO BOX 550, ASCUTNEY, VT, 05030 
 

To: Weathersfield Selectboard 

Cc:  Weathersfield Residents  

From: Town Manager 

Date:  September 8, 2020 

Re:  Intersection Rt 5 and Thrasher Road 

 

Our office has received numerous complaints regarding the intersection of Route 5 & Thrasher 

Road.  

1. Public Safety Concern 

a. The line of site is limited (See Attachment A & B). Turning left (blind) has the 

potential to cause a broadside collision.   

2. State Property 

a. The property that is causing the line of site limitation is owned by the State.  

3. Recommendations:  

a. Discuss proposed remedies.  

b. Write a letter to the State with our recommendations. Vote to Accept & Sign the 

Letter.  

 

 

PHONE: 802-230-6262 

FAX: 802-674-2117 
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ATTACHMENT B 

[PIC 2] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





         TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD          

                   OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

   5259 ROUTE 5 | PO BOX 550, ASCUTNEY, VT, 05030 

 

To: Weathersfield Selectboard 

Cc:  Weathersfield Residents  

From: Town Manager 

Date:  September 8, 2020 

Re:  Recreation Commission Appointment  

 

INTRODUCTION 

On July 20, 2020 Mr. Chris Whidden, Esq. was on the Agenda for an Appointment to the Parks 

& Recreation Commission. The Selectboard voted unanimously in favor to appoint this 

gentleman to the Commission. After the appointment was made Lynn Esty challenged the 

appointment on the grounds that Mr. Whidden is not a Town resident. A motion was made by 

Paul Tillman to rescind the motion to appoint Mr. Whidden, which was voted unanimously in 

favor.  

FINDINGS 

No Language has been found that excludes Chris Whidden from his appointment to the 

Weathersfield Parks and Recreation Commission. Vermont Statutes & Weathersfield Policies 

were reviewed thoroughly during this review process.  

According to Chris Whidden, “State statute mentions that P+R “should” be residents…not 

“shall.”  Therefore, it is advisory language only and should not preempt my membership on the 

now non-existent committee.  So, I do not know where this rule came up.  Furthermore, if the 

person cited this rule as a reason for barring my participation, they should have the burden of 

proof, not me.  In other words, I still want the appointment and if the objector has a strong 

objection to it, then the objector should be the one to produce the evidence to support the 

objection.  I should not have to disprove the objectors reasoning until after the objector presents 

the policy, bylaw or statute.”  

Recommendation: Appoint Chris Whidden, Esq, to the Weathersfield Parks & Recreation 

Commission.  

 

 

PHONE: 802-230-6262 

FAX: 802-674-2117 
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Select Board 
Martin Memorial Hall 

5259 Route 5, Ascutney VT 
Monday, July 20, 2020 

7:00 PM 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

Select Board Members Present:  N. John Arrison 
     David Fuller 

      Joseph Jarvis 
      Paul Tillman 
      Michael Todd 
 
 Select Board Members Absent: 
 
 Brandon Gulnick, Town Manager   
 

Others Present: 
    

Ray Stapleton Juergen Berthold   

Chris Whidden Bette Jo Esty   

Richard Musbach    

   
   

1. Call to Order 
Mr. Fuller called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. 

This meeting was closed to the public in accordance with the orders of  the Governor and 

the CDC guidelines.  Public participation was facilitated via the GoTo Meeting video-

conferencing platform and conference calling.  The number for people to join or call in to 

the meeting was published on the meeting agenda and on the Town’s website.  Mr. Gulnick 

monitored the calls and the video-platform while Mr. Fuller ran the meeting.  The meeting 

was broadcast live on SAPA TV. 

2. Comments from Select Board and Town Manager and Citizens on Topics not on 

the Agenda 

There were no comments from the Board. 

 

Mr. Gulnick said there were several grant opportunities that both he and Chris Whidden 

would be pursuing including a Local Government Expense Reimbursement Grant 

(approximately $13 million from the State to reimburse towns for COVID-19 expenses); 

a Digitization of  Land Records Grant ($2 million available for digitization of  land 
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records); a waiver on loan payments through the DEC until May 1st, 2021 and several 

others. 

 

Mr. Fuller asked for an executive session to be added to the end of  this meeting’s agenda 

for a 6-month review of  Mr. Gulnick’s performance. 

 

Comments from Citizens: Lynn Esty said the listers had filed the Grand List on June 

29th.  She thanked the Board for the time extension. 

 

3. Review minutes from previous meetings – July 6, 2020 

Additions/corrections/deletions: 

a. None 

Motion: To approve 

Made by: Mr. Todd Second: Mr. Jarvis  

Vote: 1 abstention, 4 in favor 

 

4. Reminder – August 3, 2020 Public Hearing - 7:00 PM 

Mr. Fuller stated there would be a public hearing on amendments to the zoning bylaws 

brought by petition. 

5. Consider a Vote to Sign Transfer Station Report 

Mr. Gulnick said he had made the changes as discussed at the previous meeting.   

Motion: To accept and sign the transfer station report dated July 20, 2020 as written 

Made by: Mr. Todd  Second: Mr. Arrison 

A request was made to include the FY21 budget as an addendum to the report.  Mr. Todd 

agreed to add this to his motion.  Mr. Arrison agreed to second it. 

Vote: All in favor 

6. Discussion – letter sent on Town letterhead regarding Fire District #2 

A notice of  meter inspection had been sent to the customers of  the Fire District on Town 

letterhead.  The notice also informed customers that the administrative tasks of  the district 

were being merged with the Town.  This led to some confusion about the Town absorbing 

the Fire District, which was not the intended message.  Mr. Gulnick made it clear that the 

Town and the Fire District are two separate identities.  He has since created a letterhead for 

the District. 

The Prudential committee voted to change the name to Ascutney Water District.  Separate 

water district email addresses have been created to keep water district business separate from 

Town business.  

Mr. Arrison clarified that the Town was taking over management only – not debt service. 
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The Town will be reimbursed from the water district for management expenses. 

7. Set a public hearing time/date for the VCDP Grant 

A public hearing is needed to close out the grant for the 1879 Perkinsville Schoolhouse ramp 

project. 

Motion: To set the date of  August 17th at 7PM at Martin Memorial Hall for the hearing to 

close out the VCDP grant 

Made by: Mr. Arrison  Second: Mr. Todd 

Vote: All in favor 

8. Discussion – Proposed FY21 Tax Rate 

Due to COVID-19 related delays in setting the tax rate, the Board was asked to adopt the 

following schedule: 

• August 3, 2020 – Set FY21 tax rate 

• August 6, 2020 – mail tax bills 

• September 16, 2020 – first quarterly installment 
 

The total tax amount would still be divided into four payments. 

9. Consider a vote to approve the amended COVID-19 Phased Reopening Plan  

Motion: To accept the amended COVID-19 phased reopening plan 

Made by: Mr. Arrison  Second: Mr. Jarvis 

Mr. Gulnick said that the Town Office employees voted to make mask-wearing mandatory 

for anyone in the Town Office.  Several letters from Town Office employees calling for the 

mask mandate were shared with the Board.  Mr. Gulnick asked the Board to include the 

mandate in the motion to accept the amended plan. 

 

Mr. Fuller said he endorsed the mandate as emergency management coordinator.  After 

discussion, the motion was not changed. 

Vote: All in favor 

10. Discussion – Noise Ordinance and Enforcement 

Land Use Administrator asked the Board to authorize the purchase of  a decibel meter with 

which to administer and enforce the noise standards in the zoning bylaws.  The Town used 

to own one, but no one can find it. 

Richard Musbach, resident on Route 131, recounted his ongoing challenge with his noisy 

neighbor. 

The pros and cons of  using a meter, the need to ensure its accuracy and the competence of  

its operator were discussed at length.   
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The Town has noise standards in its zoning bylaws and a stand-alone noise ordinance as well. 

Motion: To allow $800 to purchase a sound meter preferably with digital recording ability in 

the event that the Town Manager is unable to locate the one we allegedly have  

Made by: Mr. Todd  Second: Mr. Tillman 

Vote: 2 in favor; 3 opposed - motion fails 

 

Mr. Gulnick was asked to provide the Board with a copy of  the noise ordinance and to 

continue searching for the elusive sound meter.  The discussion is to be continued at the 

next meeting. 

11. Discussion – Employment of  a Town Assessor 

Former Town Manager Ed Morris had first broached the idea of  replacing elected listers 

with an appointed assessor position.  The idea was raised once again.  Mr. Fuller polled the 

Board as to whether they felt Mr. Gulnick should continue to research this position or not. 

 

Mr. Todd – yes, continue researching;  

Mr. Jarvis – how will the town benefit from this change? don’t fix what isn’t broken; we have 

bigger fish to fry;  

Mr. Fuller – wants Mr. Gulnick to find out what the listers want to do; what’s their current 

work schedule;  

Mr. Arrison – not a priority; don’t spend a lot of  time on it.  

12. Discussion – Bylaw Definitions 

There was confusion about whether a hearing is required to change definitions in the zoning 

bylaws.  There was also confusion about what definitions were to be changed.  The matter 

was sent back to the Planning Commission for clarification. 

13. Update – Tandem Axle Dump Truck Bid Opening 

The Board reviewed and discussed the bids that had been received. 

 

Motion: To approve the purchase of  the truck from Reed for $198,020 complete which 

includes the $8500 for the trade-in  

Made by: Mr. Arrison  Second: Mr. Jarvis 

Mr. Arrison asked that the 7-year warranty be provided in writing. 

Vote: All in favor 

14. Consider a vote to approve the amended motor grader RFB as written 

A list of  changes to the RFB package were provided to the Board for review.  The amended 

RFB calls for a pre-bid conference at which minutes are taken and are posted as an 

addendum to the bid package.  It was agreed to strike the penalty for late delivery under the 

general specifications section. 
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Motion: To let the amended RFB go out for the road grader with the changes noted on 

7/20/2020 plus striking of  the penalty for late delivery  

Made by: Mr. Arrison  Second: Mr. Jarvis 

Vote: All in favor 

15. Third reading: 

a. Conflict of  Interest & Ethical Conduct Policy (Draft) 

b. Fraud Prevention Policy (Draft) 

c. Investment & Banking Policy (Draft) 

d. Capitalization of  Assets Policy (Draft) 

No changes were made to any of  these policies.  This is the third and final reading. 

Motion: To accept the Conflict of  Interest and Ethical Conduct Policy, the Fraud 

Prevention Policy, the Investment and Banking Policy, and the Capitalization of  Assets 

Policy  

Made by: Mr. Todd  Second: Mr. Arrison 

Vote: All in favor 

16. Appointments 

a. Parks and Recreation Commission – Chris Whidden 

Motion: To appoint Chris Whidden to the Parks and Recreation Commission 

Made by: Mr. Tillman  Second: Mr. Todd 

Vote: All in favor 

 

Lynn Esty challenged the appointment on the grounds that Mr. Whidden is not a town 

resident. 

 

Motion: To rescind the motion to appoint Mr. Whidden 

Made by: Mr. Tillman  Second: Mr. Todd. 

Vote: All in favor 

 

The residency requirement will be researched.  

 

17. Approve Warrants 

 

Motion: To approve the warrants for 7/20/2020 as follow: 

 

General Funds Operating Expenses $26,734.71 
   Payroll   $15,375.20 
 
Highway Fund Operating Expenses $6,410.96 
   Payroll   $9,118.90 
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Solid Waste Management Fund 
   Operating Expenses $4,272.94 
   Payroll   $1,704.48 
 
Library  Operating Expenses $0.00 
   Payroll   $1,907.60 
 
Grants  Operating Expenses $8,118.51 
 
Special Revenue Operating Expenses $0.00 
 
Reserves     $0.00 
 
Long Term Debt    $0.00 
 
Grand Totals Operating Expenses $45,537.12 
   Payroll   $28,106.18 
 
Made by: Mr. Arrison Second: Mr. Todd  
Vote: All in favor 

 

18. Any Other Business 

Mr. Stapleton said DPW will be replacing culverts on Cady Hill and Perkins Hill Roads.  

The roads will be closed at times. 

 

19. Executive session for personnel  

Motion: To enter executive session for personnel to conduct a 6-month review of  Mr. 

Gulnick’s performance as Town Manager 

Made by: Mr. Tillman  Second: Mr. Todd 

Vote: All in favor 

 

The Board went into executive session at 8:47 PM. 

  

The Board exited executive session and motioned to adjourn at 9:23p.m. 

  

Motion: John Arrison 

Second: Mike Todd 

Vote: Unanimous. 

  

20. Adjourn   

Motion: To adjourn the meeting 
Made by:  Second:    
Vote: 
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The meeting adjourned at 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

deForest Bearse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WEATHERSFIELD SELECTBOARD 

 
 
 
__________________________ 
N. John Arrison, Selector 
 

 
 
 
____________________________ 
David Fuller, Chairperson 

 
 
 
_________________________ 
Joseph Jarvis, Clerk 

 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Paul Tillman 

 
 
 
________________________ 
Michael Todd, Vice- Chairperson 
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Suzanne Terrill

From: Brandon Gulnick
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 9:35 PM
To: Weathersfield Town Office
Subject: Fwd: Parks & Rec

 
 
Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Weathersfield Proctor Library <weathersfieldproctorlibrary@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 8:15:49 PM 
To: Brandon Gulnick <Townmanager@weathersfield.org> 
Subject: Parks & Rec  
  
Brandon,  
 
I would like to be reappointed to the Weathersfield Parks and Recreation Committee for a one year term when those 
appointments are considered by the Select Board. My last appointment was a great experience with really dedicated 
people and we accomplished a lot. The challenges right now are greater, of course, but I'm hoping we can do some 
creative programming for the community. 
 
Be well,  
 
Mark 
 
 
 
Mark Richardson, Director  
Weathersfield Proctor Library 
5181 Rte 5  PO Box 519 
Ascutney VT 05030-0519 
802.674.2863 
weathersfieldproctorlibrary@gmail.com  
 





Good evening Brandon, 
 
I would like to express my interest in becoming (the) member for the Parks and Recreation 
Committee.  It is currently non-existent.  Could you please add me to the appointments section of the 
agenda for the 7/20 Selectboard meeting? 
 
Thanks so much, and I look forward to diligently performing my duties under the Parks and Recreation 
Committee, should I be appointed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Whidden, Esq. 
Land Use Administrator 
Town of Weathersfield 
PO Box 550    5259 VT Route 5 
Ascutney, VT   05030 
802.674.2626 
landuse@weathersfield.org 
 

mailto:landuse@weathersfield.org
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