
TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD, VERMONT 
SELECTBOARD 

 
 

Selectboard Agenda 
Martin Memorial Hall 

5259 Route 5, Ascutney, VT 05030 
Monday, February 18th, 2019 

7:00 P.M.  
REGULAR MEETING 

 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Consent Calendar - The consent calendar consists of items that are considered to be routine in 
nature and will be enacted in the form of one motion. Any item can be removed from the consent 
calendar and heard in its regular order at the request of any Selectboard member or Citizen. 

a. Review Minutes from Previous Meeting(s): 2/1/2019  
b. Review Minutes from Previous Meeting(s): 2/7/2019 
c. Approve Warrant 

 
3. Comments from Selectboard and Town Manager 

 
4. Comments from Citizens on Topics not on Agenda 

 
5. Accept FY2018 Audit – Presented by Steve Hier (Treasurer) 

 
6. Approve CD-Resolution – Presented by Steve Hier (Treasurer) 

 
7. Board of Liquor Control Commissioners 

a. First-Class Liquor License Renewal 

- Abbott Brown Inc./DBA Inn at Weathersfield (First Class Liquor License) 

b. Second-Class Liquor License Renewal 

- Global Montello/ DBA Jiffy Mart (Store #466 Ascutney) (Second Class 

Liquor License) 

- Global Montello/ DBA Jiffy Mart (Store #467 Downers) (Second Class 

Liquor License) 

 
8. Ordinance Review 

a. Repeal Advertising ordinance (3rd reading continued from 4/16/2018) 
b. Animal Cruelty (3rd reading continued from 4/16/2018) 
c. Repeal Child Safety ordinance (3rd reading continued from 9/4/2018) 
d. Highway Access (3rd reading continued from 8/20/2018) 
e. Large Assembly (3rd reading continued from 8/6/2018) 
f. Repeal Mobile Home Ordinance (3rd reading continued from 8/20/2018) 

 
9. Sand Pile Discussion 

 
10. Gas Tax Resolution 
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11. Review Town Meeting Presentation 

 

12. Appointments 
a. Budget Committee (Four Openings) 
b. CRJC Mt Ascutney Subcommittee 
c. Conservation Commission (One Opening)  
d. Fence Viewer (Three Openings) 
e. Planning Commission (4-year term) Tyler Harwell 
f. Zoning Board of Adjustment 

 
13. Executive Session as per 1 V.S.A. § 313 (3) (Town Manager Evaluation) 

       
14. Adjourn  
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CHARTERED BY:  NEW HAMPSHIRE ON AUGUST 20, 1761  

                 NEW YORK ON APRIL 8, 1772 
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February 12, 2019 

 

To: Selectboard 

From: Ed Morris  

Subject: Consent Calendar   

 

 As I sent out in the last Selectboard packet, I would like to try using the consent calendar idea to 

help with time management at our meetings. We can take a few minutes to discuss the concept this 

week, but I went ahead and put the minutes and Warrant for this week in the consent calendar.  

 

 The minutes to be approved are from February 1, 2019 (SAPA taping) and the meeting that was 

held on February 7th, 2019. The Warrant February 18, 2019 is for a total cost of $ $28,672.18 for 

Payroll and $50,602.81 for Operations.  

 

 

 

Ed Morris 

Town Manager 

 

 

  



Select Board 
Martin Memorial Hall 

5259 Route 5, Ascutney VT 
Friday, February 1, 2019 

10:00 AM 
SPECIAL SAPA INFORMATIONAL BUDGET TAPING 

  
 

Select Board Members Present:       N. John Arrison 
                                                            Kelly Murphy 

                                                                        C. Peter Cole 
             
            Town Staff Present:    Ed Morris, Town Manager                                       
                                    
            Others Present:     Superintendent David Baker 
      Sean Whalen, Weathersfield School Board    

  
Note: Upon arrival at SAPA for taping, we realized that with three Select Board 
members present the gathering, while not a meeting, may need to be warned.  Town 
Manager Morris contacted VLCT to seek advisement. VLCT recommended posting an 
agenda on the Town’s website and then provide a verbal acknowledgement of the taping 
at the next duly-warned Select Board Meeting. 
 
Kelly Murphy opened the SAPA informational taping with a welcome to viewers at 
10:15 AM. 

  
SAPA Budget Taping 
The purpose of recording the SAPA budget message was to provide a detailed overview 
of listed budget articles, as stated in the Town Meeting agenda. The taping will air 
publicly over multiple dates and times during the next month, as well as posted on the 
Weathersfield town website. No discussion of Town business occurred between  
Select Board members and no decisions were made. 
  
The SAPA taping adjourned at 10:55 AM and the School component began. 
 
Submitted,  
Kelly Murphy, Chair 
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Select Board 
Martin Memorial Hall 

5259 Route 5, Ascutney VT 
Monday, February 7, 2019 

7:00 PM 
REGULAR MEETING 

 
MINUTES 

 
 

Select Board Members Present:  N. John Arrison 
     Daniel Boyer 

      C. Peter Cole 
      Tom Leach 
      Kelly Murphy 
 
 Select Board Members Absent: 
 
 Ed Morris, Town Manager     
    
 Others Present:   

Edith Stillson Paul Tillman Karey Waters Josh Dauphin 
Dwight Jarvis Josh Compo Nora Waters Amy Messina 
Bonnie Jarvis Ben Waters Travis Compo Dave Gulbrandsen 
Levi Parker Mychael Spaulding Tracy Dauphin Cheryl Watson 
Richard Watson Judy Jarvis Peter Jarvis Darcy Hodgdon 
Darrin Spaulding    

 
1. Call to Order 

Ms. Murphy called the meeting to order at 7:00PM. 
 

2. Comments from Select Board and Town Manager 

a. Website update 

Mr. Morris announced that the new town website had gone live this day.  He 

acknowledged that there may a glitch or two, but said things should smooth out quickly.  

He urged the public to notify him of  problems they may encounter. 

 

b. Tax Sale 

The tax sale was held this day.  Three properties were sold.  They were all purchased by 

someone other than the town, so the town will get the back taxes. 

 

3. Comments from Citizens on topics not on the agenda 

Judy Jarvis said the farmers market will again have a free booth available for any nonprofit 

wishing to do fund raising at the market.   All she asks is for some advance notice. 
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Dwight Jarvis said he had heard that the town had purchased 3 acres of  land from the 

Abbotts for $80,000.  Mr. Morris said the town is working with the attorney for the purchase 

of  land for a parking area and an easement for a trail to the town forest.  The purchase has 

not yet been made.  The price will be fair market and will be determined by an independent 

assessment.  The town had earlier purchased a house owned by the Abbotts on Jason Smith 

Road.  All the funds are applied to the Abbotts' back taxes.  It is likely that some of  the 

accrued penalties will be abated, as they are sizable. 

 

4. Review minutes from previous meetings – 1/21/2019, 1/29/2019 

Minutes of  1/21/2019: 

Additions/corrections/deletions: 

a. Page 3 – Vote on the motion: 1 opposed; 4 in favor- change to unanimous 

b. Page 5 – Total municipal tax need of  $2,105,308 – up .095 – change to .0095 

c. Page 2 – Me. Cole – change to Mr. Cole 

Motion: Approve as edited 

Made by: Mr. Leach Second: Mr. Boyer 

Vote: Unanimous in favor 

 

Minutes of  1/29/2019 

Motion:  To approve 

Made by: Mr. Boyer Second: Mr. Leach 

Vote: 1 abstention; 4 in favor 

 

Ms. Murphy said that last Friday, Mr. Cole, Mr. Arrison and Mr. Morris and she went to 

SAPA to do a taping for the budget (presentation of  the articles, explanations, etc.).  Mr. 

Arrison noted that a quorum of  the board was together and wondered if  their gathering 

should have been warned (as a meeting), which it had not been. Mr. Morris consulted 

VLCT – VLCT said it should have been warned, so it was put on the website.  VLCT 

also advised the board to announce it at this meeting to let the public know.  Ms. Murphy 

said there had been no discussion of  business other than what will be shown on the 

video and no voting on anything.  Minutes are on the website. 

 

Mr. Arrison noted that the video is available on line (www.SAPATV.org) for those that 

are not on Comcast cable TV.  Mr. Morris said it will be posted on the town's website 

and Facebook page. 

 

5. Municipal Fire Discussion 

a. Selectboard Annual Report 

This year's report is focused on the history of  fire services leading up to this discussion.   It 

is on the town website for public viewing.  The board agreed to shorten the report a bit and 

submit it as a letter to the editor of  the paper. 

http://www.sapatv.org/
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b. Question and Answer – Facebook Questions 

Ms. Murphy said there continue to be a lot of  questions from community members, some of  

them on Facebook.  Several of  the questions and Mr. Morris's answers were printed and in 

the board's meeting packet. 

 

Once again, Ms. Murphy stated that this is the time to answer people's questions – 

repeatedly if  necessary – and to correct the misinformation that she hears around the 

community.  She then opened the meeting for questions. 

 

Dwight Jarvis asked why the board was looking to change things.  He said he sees how hard 

the volunteers work and can't envision them giving up everything they've worked so hard for.  

He also said the volunteers won't work for a paid chief. 

 

Ms. Murphy deferred to the WWVFD to answer the question.  Josh Dauphin said the 

division between the departments has gotten worse over the past 50 years; that the demand 

on the firefighters has steadily increased to where they struggle to keep up training and 

making it to calls.  A full time fire chief  would lift a lot of  the burden from the firefighters. 

The move to a municipal fire department would improve fire services; it would eliminate the 

“sides” and make fire services unified for all of  the citizens of  Weathersfield. 

 

Ms. Murphy indicated the four sheets of  paper hanging on the walls of  the hall that list all 

of  the tasks that the chief  would do.  The lists were created by both departments.  She said 

they are a driving force (behind the need for a paid chief) that was identified by both fire 

chiefs.   

 

$60,000 is the proposed salary for the chief  - the rest is insurance and taxes (erring on the 

high side).   The total cost of  a full time chief  would be $110,000. 

 

Ms. Murphy asked the volunteers present in the audience to address the issue of  volunteers 

under a paid chief. 

 

Mychael Spaulding said the volunteers do what they do because they care about the 

community and they feel this is the best idea for the town.  He said they would be proud to 

work next to the chief. 

 

Ben Waters said their department had voted unanimously for this. 

 

Ms. Murphy said that she had heard anecdotally that some prior volunteers were 

contemplating coming back if  this went through. 
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Mr. Leach said there are very real safety issues on both sides; that training is not getting 

done; the number of  volunteers is dropping;  that there are two sets of  protocols with the 

two departments when everyone needs to be on the same page at fire scenes and that its not 

happening; there is a break down in communications; that the work requires accountability; 

and that the town can't make any changes with two private nonprofits. 

 

Judy Jarvis asked how having a paid chief  would make for better training.   Mr. Dauphin said 

that the chief  would take over many of  the tasks that the volunteers now have to do, which 

would free up the volunteers' time to focus on training and firefighting.  Mr. Morris added 

that currently the departments meet four times a month, two which meetings are spent on 

business matters.  With a chief, the volunteers can use all four meetings for training.  He 

added that the federal government is making more and more demands on the fire 

departments and that much of  the work is not getting done under the current arrangement. 

 

Dave Gulbrandson asked if  both departments are merged and if  there are two stations, to 

which station would the volunteers go when they are toned?   Josh Compo and Mr. Morris 

said it would be the new chief's job to organize those issues, including answering calls and 

consolidating and distributing equipment.  Having two stations would allow us to retain our 

current ISO rating.  Ms. Murphy said the departments are working through these issues with 

the board. 

 

Dwight Jarvis challenged the idea of  getting rid of  equipment.  Ms. Murphy said the 

equipment issue is a process that's evolving.  Mychael Spaulding said there aren't enough 

people to use all of  the equipment – why keep it if  we don't have the people to use it? 

 

Mr. Jarvis asked if  having a municipal department would save money or cost money.  Ms. 

Murphy said the total budget for fire services in FY17 was  $265,960.  The proposal for a 

municipal department with a full time paid fire chief  and volunteer firefighters would be 

$265,070. 

 

Mr. Jarvis asked where the fund raising money would go? Mr. Dauphin said the raised funds 

come from the taxpayers – it's just not called taxes. 

 

Dusty Hodgdon said he won't be donating any services to a paid chief  and, if  his taxes go 

up, he will have to move.  He said he was certain that his taxes would be going up sooner or 

later (as a result of  this proposal). 

 

Mr. Arrison said he had been on both the select board and the fire department for many 

years and acknowledged that the transition would be uncomfortable for some and agreed 

that eventually we'll have to pay the firefighters something for their services. 
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Mr. Arrison said that there is a claim on social media that this is some sort of  a power grab.  

He said the only thing the board can control is the money in the budget.  He said the 

fighting isn't going to change and the board has no way to address it under the current 

model.  He said the town spent $6,000 to study the issues of  the fire services.  The resulting 

study sat on a shelf  until WWVFD approached the board with a request to move forward 

with it. 

 

Mr. Morris quoted from the Woods report about a single department, “The single department 

concept is the best practice for fire protection in the community.  The Select Board and the two fire associations 

should move to identify the best approach to create a single department.”   

 

He further quoted John Woods with regard to the safety of  the firefighters: “In summary, the 

most important reason for creating a single fire department is to reduce the risks of  injury and death to 

firefighters, while enhancing fire protection in the community.” 

 

Mr. Jarvis asked what would happen to the equipment that AVFD owns.  Mr. Morris said the 

he and they are still working on an agreement.  He said WWVFD has already said they 

would give all of  their equipment to the town. 

      

Darrin Spaulding said he wanted to correct misinformation that he claimed had been given 

by the board regarding a drill at the school, training, SOGs and bylaws, and their support of  

this proposal.  He said AVFD has voted five times on this proposal and each time they have 

unanimously voted no.   He said if  the town has a municipal department, once a year the 

firefighters will have to have a physical. at a cost of  $350 per scva certified firefighter and 

$250 for those not certified.  He asked if  this expense had been budgeted in.  Mr. Morris 

said he would look into it, but he believed it is not required. Mr. Spaulding claimed that self-

employed firefighters are not covered by the town's insurance if  it's a serious injury.  Mr. 

Morris said he would look into it, but that we don't have that now and it has been that way 

for 10-15 years.  He said there is no differentiation on legalities between volunteers having to 

take a physical or the town having to take a physical.  There is no NFPA differences in 

municipal vs non-municipal.  Mr. Spaulding said that was not what the Chester fire chief  told 

him -  he said the Chester budget “jumped”.  Mr. Morris acknowledged that Chester may do 

that every year as does Springfield, but it is a decision, not a requirement.  Mr. Spaulding 

thought the town's liability would benefit from it.  Mr. Morris said the town has that liability 

right now – the town pays all of  the insurance.   

 

Judy Jarvis asked if  the town has a safety net for the firefighters now – for when someone 

gets hurt and can't work.  Mr. Morris said the town pays workmen's comp on the volunteers 

now, but he would have to research more on the self-employed angle.   

 



TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD, VERMONT 
SELECT BOARD 

 

Select Board Meeting 2/7/2019 Page 6 of  10 

 

Tracy Dauphin said she wanted to counter allegations that WWVFD is promoting a 

municipal fire department because they are “broke”.  Mrs. Dauphin read off  the amounts in 

each of  the department's financial accounts, which totaled in excess of  $40,000.   

 

Josh Dauphin said there is too much emotion in the fire services; that John Woods had put 

the report together without the emotion in it.   He said too much emotion is why nothing 

has changed in 50 years – it's why the two departments can't work together without issues.  

This change is for the safety of  all firefighters in town.  He said the drop in volunteers is a 

national problem, not just a Weathersfield problem.  This change would eliminate a lot of  

the stress on the people we have left. 

 

Mr. Morris said the chief  can and would work on recruitment and retention of  volunteers.  

The chief  can also apply for far more grants than the current volunteers can to offset some 

of  the equipment costs. 

 

Mr. Jarvis said that if  there is a core of  people who can't get along, then that core should be 

eliminated to solve the problem.  Mr. Arrison said that gets to the heart of  the problem – 

the town can't control it because the departments are two private non-profit organizations.  

Having a municipal department will create the accountability the town doesn't have now. 

 

Mr. Morris acknowledged that in the beginning, managing personnel will be hard and will 

take time, but felt confident that over time, morale will improve and volunteers will return.   

 

Ms. Murphy said this is not about devaluing anyone or taking anything away; its about getting 

everyone to figure out how to make this work. 

 

Bonnie Jarvis suggested having a fire chief  come to a meeting to talk to people and answer 

their questions about what they do.  Ms. Murphy said that former fire chief  Rick Bergeron 

had attended an earlier meeting and he had said that this made sense. 

 

Ms. Murphy again encouraged people to talk and ask questions and get accurate information.  

Mr. Morris said all of  the reports are available on the town's website. 

 

c. Review Last Meeting 

 

d. AVFD Option B Review 

 

6. Board of  Liquor Control Commissioners 

Ms. Murphy convened the Board of  Liquor Control Commissioners at 9:00 PM.  Mr. Morris 

said that Chief  Daniels had no problem with renewing any of  these licenses. 

a. Second Class Liquor License Renewal 
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6.a.i. Fireside Beverage, LLC/DBA Fireside Beverage 

6.a.ii. Scott Rogers, LLC/DBA Scott Rogers, LLC 

6.a.iii. J.W. Sandri Inc./DBA Sandri #204 

 

Motion: Approve the renewal of  a Second-Class Liquor License for Fireside Beverage 

LLC/ DBA Fireside Beverage; for Scott Rogers, LLC/DBA Scott Rogers, LLC and for J.W. 

Sandri Inc./DBA Sandri #204 

Made by: Mr. Arrison Second: Mr. Leach 

Vote: Unanimous in favor 

 

Ms. Murphy closed the Board of  Liquor Commissioners at 9:00 PM and reconvened the 

select board meeting. 

 

Motion: To continue the meeting to 9:30 PM to finish the agenda. 

Made by: Mr. Cole  Second: Mr. Boyer 

Vote: Unanimous in favor 

 

7. Point to Point Race 

The Ascutney Trails Association is helping to put on the point to Point road cycling race.  

They are looking at several trails around the mountain, some of  which come through our 

town.  The board is being asked to grant permission for the race to use some of  the town's 

roads.  Mr. Morris felt it would be good for the board to lend its support to the event – not 

necessarily monetarily, but by allowing the race to use town roads and by helping to promote 

it – as the event is very much in line with our focus on recreation as a form of  economic 

development. 

 

The event will be on August 10th.  Police Chief  Daniels does not have any concerns about it 

other than ensuring that the routes are well marked and there is sufficient traffic control.   

 

Motion: To approve the Ascutney Trails Association nonprofit to host their Point to Point 

Race utilizing town roads August 10th, 2019 

Made by: Mr. Leach Second: Mr. Cole 

Vote: Unanimous in favor 

 

8. Ordinance Review 

a. Repeal Advertising ordinance (2nd reading continued from 4/16/2018) 

b. Animal Cruelty (2nd reading continued from 4/16/2018) 

c. Repeal Child Safety ordinance (2nd reading continued from 9/4/2018) 

d. Highway Access (2nd reading continued from 8/20/2018) 

e. Large Assembly (2nd reading continued from 8/6/2018) 

f. Repeal Mobile Home ordinance (2nd reading continued from 8/20/2018) 
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No additional changes were requested. 

 

Motion: To move the proposed ordinances to a 3rd reading 

Made by: Mr. Arrison  Second: Mr. Cole 

Vote: Unanimous in favor 

 

 

9. Town Manager Evaluation Process 

Ms. Murphy explained the process for completing the Town Manager's performance 

evaluation.  It will be a compilation of  reviews from Mr. Morris himself, the town staff, and 

the board members.  The process will be completed by the March 4th meeting. 

 

10. Reschedule Selectboard meetings: 

a. Regular select board meeting scheduled for 2-18-2019 (Holiday) 

It was agreed to not reschedule this meeting. 

 

b. Municipal fire meeting scheduled for 2-14-2019 (Valentine's Day) 

The meeting was rescheduled to February 21st. 

 

11. Accept FY2018 Audit 

This item was tabled.  Mr. Morris said the audit is available for public viewing on the website 

and in the town office.   

 

12. Appointments 

No appointments were requested or made. 

 

13. Approve Warrants 

 

Motion: To approve the warrants for 2/7/2019 as follow: 

 

General Funds Operating Expenses $65,791.15 
   Payroll   $16,522.66 
 
Highway Fund Operating Expenses $42,831.75 
   Payroll   $12,378.55 
 
Solid Waste Management Fund 
   Operating Expenses $12,896.25 
   Payroll   $1,523.58 
 
Library  Operating Expenses $4,857.20 
   Payroll   $1,945.22 
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Grants  Operating Expenses $60.00 
 
Agency Monies Operating Expenses $8,386.00 
 
Reserves     $40.00 
 
Long Term Debt    $0.00 
 
Grand Totals Operating Expenses $134,862.35 
   Payroll   $32,370.01 
 
Made by: Mr. Arrison Second: Mr. Boyer  
Vote: Unanimous in favor 
 
Motion: To approve the warrant for $884 from the General Fund Expenses (for mailing 
the Town Report). 
Made by: Mr. Cole Second: Mr. Boyer 
Vote: Unanimous in favor 
 

14. Future Meeting Agenda Items 

Ms. Murphy once again reviewed the process and timeline for completing the Town 

Manager's evaluation. 

 

15. Adjourn   

Motion: To adjourn the meeting 
Made by: Mr. Boyer Second: Mr. Arrison  
Vote: Unanimous in favor 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

deForest Bearse 

 

 
WEATHERSFIELD SELECTBOARD 

 
 
 
__________________________ 
N. John Arrison, Selector 
 

 
 
 
____________________________ 
Daniel E. Boyer, Selector 

 
 
 
_________________________ 

 
 
 
_______________________________ 
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C. Peter Cole, Vice-Chairperson Tom Leach, Clerk 
 

 
 
 
________________________ 
Kelly Murphy, Chairperson 
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February 12, 2019 

 

To: Selectboard 

From: Ed Morris  

Subject: Accept FY 2018 Audit  

 

 

 

 We gave you a draft audit last month. We had hoped to receive the final audit from the auditors this 

week. The numbers have stayed the same, but some of the findings have been amended as per our 

request and rebuttal of some of the findings. Steve Hier will give a presentation of the audit. Each 

Selectboard member will receive an official copy soon. I will email you a copy as soon as we get it, and 

if we do not have one before Monday we will push this item to the next meeting.  

 

Recommendation: Accept the FY2018 Audit as presented.  

 

 

Ed Morris 

Town Manager 
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February 12, 2019 

 

To: Selectboard 

From: Ed Morris  

Subject: Approve CD Resolution 

 

 

 Steve Hier has asked to speak to the board about two different ways to go about approving him to 

move money into CD’s to maximize the Town’s interest on money that are not planned for immediate 

expenditure. The two plans are: 

• Approve each CD prior to moving money 

• Approve Authorizing Steve Hier to be able to open CD’s when he feels it is appropriate 

 

 

 Ed Morris 

 Town Manager 
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February 12, 2019 

 

To: Selectboard 

From: Ed Morris  

Subject: Board of Liquor Control  

 

 

 

 We have three requests for renewal of Liquor licenses from: 

    

   A. Abbott Brown Inc./DBA Inn at Weathersfield (First Class Liquor License) 

  B. Global Montello/ DBA Jiffy Mart (Store #466 Ascutney) (Second Class Liquor License) 

  C. Global Montello/ DBA Jiffy Mart (Store #467 Downers) (Second Class Liquor License) 

 

 

 I have spoken with Chief Daniels, and he has no issues renewing these licenses.  

 

 

Recommendation:  

• Approve the renewal of a First-Class Liquor License for ________________. 

• Approve the renewal of a Second-Class Liquor License for ________________.  

 

 

 

 

Ed Morris 

Town Manager 

  

















TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD 
CHARTERED BY:  NEW HAMPSHIRE ON AUGUST 20, 1761  

                 NEW YORK ON APRIL 8, 1772 

(802)674-2626                         P.O. BOX 550 ASCUTNEY, VT  05030                         townmanager@weathersfield.org 
 

 

 

 

 

February 12, 2019 

 

To: Selectboard 

From: Ed Morris  

Subject: Ordinance Review  

 

 Throughout this year we have held many first readings of Ordinances for review purposes. At the 

last meeting these ordinances were moved to the third and final reading. The following ordinances may 

be acted upon tonight:  

 

a. Repeal Advertising ordinance – everything in this Ordinance is covered in the Zoning Bylaws 

(3rd reading continued from 1st reading - 4/16/2018, and 2nd reading 2-7-2019) 

b. Animal Cruelty - only allow waiver penalty on first offense (3rd reading continued from 1st 

reading - 4/16/2018 and 2nd reading 2-7-2019) 

c. Repeal Child Safety ordinance – According to State law the Town does not have this authority 

(3rd reading continued from 1st reading - 9/4/2018 and 2nd reading 2-7-2019) 

d. Highway Access – Remove Section IIA as per the Town Attorney’s recommendation (3rd 

reading continued from 1st reading - 8/20/2018 and 2nd reading 2-7-2019) 

e. Large Assembly – remove athletic fields (2nd reading continued from 1st reading - 8/6/2018 and 

2nd reading 2-7-2019) 

f. Repeal Mobil Home Ordinance – This requirement is contained in the HUD regulations which 

are referenced in the Zoning Bylaws (3rd reading continued from 1st reading - 8/20/2018 and 2nd 

reading 2-7-2019) 

 

Recommendations:  

• Repeal the Advertising, Child Safety and Mobile Home Ordinances. 

• Approve the Animal Cruelty, Highway Access, and Large Assembly ordinances as 

amended.  

 

 

  

Ed Morris 

Town Manager 

 

  







TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD, VERMONT 

ANIMAL CRUELTY ORDINANCE 

 
 

 
 
Adopted 15 April 2004          (DRAFT) 
 Page 1 of  4 

 

 I. AUTHORITY 

 II. DEFINITIONS 

 III. LIMITATIONS 

 IV. CIVIL ENFORCEMENT 

 V. ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

 VI. PENALTIES 

 VII. INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES REPEALED 

 VIII. SEVERABILITY 

 IX. EFFECT 

  

 

I: AUTHORITY 

 

This Ordinance is enacted to protect the welfare of animals in the Town of Weathersfield, 

Vermont, under authority of Title 24, Section 2291 (21), and Chapter 59 of the Vermont 

Statutes Annotated. 

 

II: DEFINITIONS 

 

Consistent with the provisions of Title 13, Chapter 8, of the Vermont Statutes Annotated, 

regulating the humane and proper treatment of animals: 

 

A. “Animal” shall mean all living sentient creatures, not human beings [13 V.S.A. § 

351 (1)]; 

 

B. “Cruelty to animals” shall mean if a person [13 V.S.A § 352]: 

(1) intentionally kills or attempts to kill any animal belonging to 

another person without first obtaining legal authority or consent of 

the owner; 

(2) overworks, overloads, tortures, torments, abandons, administers 

poison to, cruelly beats or mutilates an animal, exposes a poison 

with intent that it be taken by an animal; 

(3) ties, tethers, or restrains an animal, either a pet or livestock, in a 

manner that is inhumane or is detrimental to its welfare.  Livestock 

and poultry husbandry practices are exempted; 

(4) deprives an animal which a person owns, possesses or acts as an 

agent for, of adequate food, water, shelter, rest or sanitation, or 

necessary medical attention, or transports an animal in 

overcrowded vehicles; 
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  (5) owns, possesses, keeps or trains an animal engaged in an 

exhibition of fighting, or possesses, keeps or trains any animal with 

intent that it be engaged in an exhibition of fighting, or permits any 

such act to be done on premises under his or her charge or control; 

(6) acts as judge or spectator at events of animal fighting or bets or 

wagers on the outcome of such fight; 

(7) as pound keeper, officer, agent of a humane society or as an owner 

or employee of an establishment for treatment, board or care of an 

animal, knowingly receives, sells, transfers or otherwise conveys 

an animal in his or her care  for the purpose of research or 

vivisection; 

(8) intentionally torments or harasses an animal owned or engaged by 

a police department or public agency of the state or its political 

subdivisions, or interferes with the lawful performance of a police 

animal; 

(9) knowingly sells, offers for sale, barters or displays living baby 

chicks, ducklings or other fowl which have been dyed, colored or 

otherwise treated so as to impart to them an artificial color, or fails 

to provide poultry with proper brooder facilities; 

(10) uses a live animal as bait or lure in a race, game or contest, or in 

training animals in a manner inconsistent with Part 4 of Title 10 or 

the rules adopted thereunder. 

 

 B. “Secretary” shall mean the Secretary of Agriculture, Food and Markets [13 

V.S.A. § 351 (2)]; 

 

III: LIMITATIONS 

 

A. This Ordinance shall not apply to: 

(1) activities regulated by the Department of Fish and Wildlife, 

pursuant to Title 10, Part 4, of the Vermont Statutes Annotated; 

(2) scientific research governed by accepted procedural standards 

subject to review by an institutional animal care and use 

committee; 

(3) livestock and poultry husbandry practices as defined in Title 13. 

Section 351(13), of the Vermont Statutes Annotated for the raising, 

management and use of animals; 

(4) veterinary medical or surgical procedures; or 

(5) the killing of an animal as provided by Title 20, sections 3809 and 

3545, of the Vermont Statutes Annotated. 

 

B. Enforcement involving the welfare of livestock and poultry shall not be attempted 

prior to consultation with the Secretary. 
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IV: CIVIL ENFORCEMENT 

 

This Ordinance is a civil ordinance and enforcement shall be carried out in accordance 

with Title 24, section 1974a et seq., of the Vermont Statutes Annotated.  An enforcement 

officer shall be guided by the Rules established by the Secretary regarding cruelty to 

animals and aggravated cruelty to animals. 

 

V: ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

 

The Select Board authorizes all of the following officers to enforce this Ordinance: 

 

A. the Town Constable; 

 B. the Town Animal Control Officer; 

 C. the Town Health Officer or Deputy Health Officer; 

 D. any Vermont law enforcement officer; 

E. humane society officers, employees, or agents. 

 

VI: PENALTIES 

 

A. A person found in violation of cruelty to animals shall be subject to the following 

penalties: 

 

(1) First Offense:  $100.00 full penalty, per animal 

$50.00 waiver penalty*, per animal 

  plus reasonable animal care costs; 

(2) Second Offense:  $200.00 full penalty, per animal 

  plus reasonable animal care costs; 

Waiver penalty removed 

(3) Third Offense:  $300.00 full penalty, per animal 

     plus reasonable animal care costs; 

Waiver penalty removed 

 

 (4) Subsequent Offenses: $300.00 full penalty, per animal 

  plus reasonable animal care costs. 

Waiver penalty removed 

 

* The waiver penalty applies when an alleged violator pays the fine without 

contesting the violation. 

 

B. The Town may seek injunctive relief in Windsor County Superior Court, 

including, but not limited to, ordering the violation to cease. 
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VII: INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES REPEALED 

 

All ordinances of the Town of Weathersfield, or parts of ordinances, resolutions, 

regulations, or other documents inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are 

hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

VIII: SEVERABILITY 

 

This Ordinance, and its various parts, sentences, sections, and clauses, are hereby 

declared to be severable.  If any part, sentence, section, or clause is adjudged invalid, it is 

hereby provided that the remainder of this Ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 

 

XI: EFFECT 

 

No section of this Ordinance shall be construed to supersede or replace any Vermont 

statute. 

 

This Ordinance shall be entered in the minutes of the Select Board's meeting, and posted 

in at least five (5) conspicuous places with the Town of Weathersfield and published in a 

newspaper circulating in the Town on a day not more than fourteen (14) days following 

the date when the Ordinance is adopted. 

 

This Ordinance will become effective on the fourteenth day of June, 2004,  sixty (60) 

days after the date of its adoption by the Select Board, unless a petition is filed with the 

Town Clerk by the twenty-ninth day of May, 2004, forty-four (44) days after the date of 

its adoption.  The petition should be addressed to the Select Board, should be signed by at 

least five percent (5%) of the qualified voters of this municipality, and should ask for a 

special meeting to be called on the question of disapproving the Ordinance.  Questions 

about the Ordinance may be directed to the Municipal Offices, Post Office Box 550, 

Ascutney, Vermont, 05030-0550 or by calling [802] 674-2626. 

 

The foregoing Ordinance is hereby adopted by the Select Board of the Town of 

Weathersfield, Vermont, this fifteenth day of April, 2004. 

 

  

  C. Peter Cole, Chairperson 

             Henry C. Cobb, Jr., Vice-Chairperson  
             Norman John Arrison, Board Clerk 

       Daniel E. Boyer, Selectperson 

       Patricia W. Daniels, Selectperson 
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I. AUTHORITY 

 

Pursuant to Title 19, Section 1111 (b), of the Vermont Statutes Annotated, the 

Select Board has the authority to regulate the construction standards of accesses 

onto public roads within Town rights-of-way, and drainage into the Town rights-of- 

way. 

 

II. HIGHWAY ACCESS PERMIT PROCEDURES 

 
A. Town Objectives 

 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to ensure safe and efficient entrances and 

exits from public highways, provide adequate emergency vehicle access to 

properties, reduce damage from flood events, mitigate erosion and 

stormwater runoff impacts, and ensure quality construction of driveway and 

road accesses. 

 

The Town of Weathersfield provides for emergency services [ie: Fire, 

Emergency Medical Services, Police]; however, the Town does not bear 

any responsibility to provide emergency services if the driveway or private 

roadway serving the property is not accessible to emergency vehicles. 

Owner(s) of such driveways and private roadways should be discouraged 

from accessing such, for the protection and safety of themselves, their 

families, guests, and future owners. 

 

B. Applicability 

 

(1) The Town Manager, or his/her designee, administers Town 

highway access permits. 

 
(2) Any new access or any change in an existing access onto a Town 

highway must obtain an access permit. 
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(3) For the purposes of this Ordinance, “ change” shall mean a project 

which changes the use of the land served by the access, significantly 

increases the volume of traffic, and/or changes the type of vehicle 

using the access; examples include, but are not limited to, 

converting a residence to any commercial use, or changing the use 

to any commercial or industrial use. 

 

(4) Access permits regulate the location, design, and construction of the 

access as it affects the Town right-of-way. 

 
(5) A State permit is required for any new access onto a State highway 

or any work within State rights-of-way. 

 
(6) The appropriate Town panel has the authority to regulate the 

location and design of those portions of accesses outside of the 

Town rights-of-way pursuant to the Town’ s Subdivision 

Regulations. The appropriate Town panel also has the authority to 

regulate access to properties that do not have frontage on a public 

road or public waters pursuant to the Town’ s Zoning Bylaws. 

 

(7) Compensation for damages to Town highways caused by acts of 

noncompliance with this Ordinance may be assessed against 

violators by the Select Board, as provided in Title 19, Section 1111, 

of the Vermont Statutes Annotated. 

 
(8) Any access which serves more than two (2) lots which are in 

separate ownership shall be considered a private roadway. The 

owner shall be responsible for providing a unique road name  that 

is acceptable to the Select Board. 

 

C. Initiating Proceedings 

 
An application for a highway access permit shall be submitted to the Town 

Manager, or his/her designee, at least seven (7) days prior to the anticipated 

construction. No construction or site preparation shall take place until the 

Town has issued a highway access permit. 

 

D. Review Standards 

 
All accesses shall meet standards established in the Vermont Agency of 

Transportation’ s B-71 Standard [see Appendix 1], as most recently 

amended, and as modified in Article III of this Ordinance. 
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E. Decisions 

 
The Town Manager, or his/her designee, shall review all applications and 

issue access permits only in instances where the application meets all 

applicable standards. The Town Manager, or his/her designee, may seek 

input from Town department heads before issuing an access permit. When 

an application is denied, the applicant may appeal the decision to the Select 

Board, requesting the standard be waived or varied [See Article V]. 

 

F. Recording Requirements 

 
All access permits shall be recorded in the Town’ s land records. 

 
III. HIGHWAY ACCESS STANDARDS 

 
These highway access standards establish minimum standards for location, design, 

construction, and maintenance of driveway accesses. 

 
A. Reasonable Access 

 
(1) The Town Manager, or his/her designee, may not deny reasonable 

access to public highways. However, the Town Manager,  or 

his/her designee, shall balance the individual’ s right for access with 

the safety of the traveling public when difficulties arise. In difficult 

cases, the Town Manager, or his/her designee, may direct 

applicants to consider alternate driveway locations, sharing a right- 

of-way with others, limiting the use of the property, or pursuing 

additional engineering and construction. 

 

(2) Certain conditions may make reasonable access impossible [e.g., a 

landlocked parcel or where all road frontage is a Class 2 wetland]. 

It is not the responsibility of the Town Manager, or his/her 

designee, to obtain or remedy a lack of frontage or access for a 

property owner. 

 

B. Design Standards 

 
(1) Lots shall be limited to a single access unless a second access would 

result in greater safety or is required based upon the traffic volume 

produced by the development of the lot. 
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(2) Where a site occupies a corner of two (2) intersecting roads, the 

roadway access shall be on the less traveled road as determined by 

the Town Manager or his/her designee. 

 

(3) No access shall be within one hundred feet (100' ) of a road 

intersection or another driveway unless the driveways or roads 

directly oppose each other. Pursuant to the Zoning Bylaws, one (1) 

and two (2) family residences within the Village District shall have 

a minimum distance of fifty feet (50' ) between driveways or road 

intersections. 

 

(4) Private roadways serving two (2) or more lots shall be constructed 

to the Town’ s Highway and Bridge specifications. 

 
C. Width 

 
(1) The travel portion of residential driveways shall be between twelve 

feet (12' ) and fifteen feet (15' ) wide. A minimum turning radius of 

five feet (5' ) is required. 

 

(2) Widths for non-residential drives shall meet the Vermont Agency of 

Transportation B-71 Standard. 

 
D. Grade. 

 
(1) Entrance Grade 

 
All accesses shall be at grade or shall not exceed a minus five per 

cent (-5%) grade, from the edge of travel way to a distance of at 

least twenty feet (20' ), in order to allow for proper drainage and 

provide a safe stopping area for motor vehicle egress onto the Town 

highway. 

 

(2) Alignment 

 

Driveways and roadways should intersect the highway at a preferred 

angle of ninety degrees (90o), but at no instance shall it be less than 

sixty degrees (60o). 
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E. Access Construction Standards 

 
(1) Upper Base 

 
Gravel accesses shall have a minimum aggregate surface course of 

four inches (4"). Paved accesses shall have a minimum of three and 

one-half inches (31/ ") of bituminous concrete pavement [two inch 

(2") base, and one and one-half inch (11/ ") wearing surface]. 
 

(2) Roadway Crown and Side Slope 

 
(a) Paved accesses shall have a cross slope from centerline to 

edge of travel lane, of one quarter inch (¼”) inch per foot. 

(b) Gravel accesses shall have a cross slope from centerline to 

edge of shoulder of one-half inch (½”) per foot. 

(c) The cross slope of the shoulder, if present, shall be three- 

quarters inch ( ¾”) per foot. 

 
(3) Paved Apron 

 
Where a gravel drive or access road is accessing a paved highway, 

a paved apron at least ten feet (10' ) in length from the edge of the 

paved travel way is required. 

 

(4) Culverts and Headers. 

 
(a) Driveway culverts shall be a minimum of eighteen inches 

(18") in diameter, or be of sufficient diameter/flow capacity 

to handle twenty-five (25) year storm events. 

(b) Culverts and headers shall be installed in accordance with 

specifications and under the supervision of the Town 

Highway Superintendent. 

(c) Refer to the American Association of State Highway and 

Transportation Officials (A.A.S.H.T.O) “ Green Book” for 

additional construction details. 

(d) Culverts under driveways and access roads shall be placed 

away from the road as far as practical while maintaining 

good drainage. 
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(5) Drainage Ditches 

 
Drainage ditches shall be provided where necessary and shall be 

constructed to prevent infiltration of water into the gravel sub-base 

and to conduct storm drainage to water retention or absorption 

areas. See Article III: Highway Standards, Section C (6): Ditches 

for additional construction details. 

 

IV. MAINTENANCE 

 

A. All driveways and driveway aprons shall be maintained in a safe and 

passable condition. Except as provided below, any drainage ditches, 

culverts, or bridges involved shall be maintained in a functional and 

structurally sound condition. Such maintenance is the sole responsibility  

of the applicant(s), or other individual(s), or entity(ies) as legally 

established pursuant to the access permit. 

 

B. A homeowners association, or similar entity, shall be created, which shall 

provide for the full cost and responsibility of maintaining a private 

roadway. 

 

C. Regular maintenance of drainage ditches and culverts within the Town’ s 

right-of-way shall be the responsibility of the Town’ s Highway 

Department. However, repair of damage to the Town drainage ditches or 

structures resulting from poorly constructed or maintained accesses, shall 

be the responsibility of the owner of the access. 
 

D. Pursuant to Title 19, Section 1111, of the Vermont Statutes Annotated, 

after installation of any required drainage culvert for any driveway or 

access, the Town shall assume responsibility for those constructed in 

compliance with Town standards and which lie within the public right-of- 

way. 

 

V. WAIVERS 

 

Requests for waiver of any portion of these standards shall be made in writing to 

the Select Board. A waiver may be granted by the Select Board, with appropriate 

conditions, if all of the following are found in favor of the applicant: 

 

A. There are unique physical circumstances or conditions that are peculiar to 

the particular property. Such circumstances may include the size or shape 

of the lot or the presence of exceptional topography; 
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B. Because of these unique circumstances or conditions, it is impossible to 

conform to the standards of this Ordinance, and the waiver is necessary to 

enable the reasonable use of the property; 

 

C. The waiver, if granted, will not substantially impair the appropriate use or 

development of adjacent property; 

 
D. The waiver, if granted, will not be detrimental, or jeopardize, the public 

safety and welfare; 

 
E. The waiver, if granted, represents the minimum waiver that will afford 

relief and will represent the least deviation possible from the Ordinance. 

 

VI. SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS (SFHA) 
 

To effect the purposes of Title 10, Chapter 32, of the Vermont Statutes Annotated, 

all new accesses that must pass through any special flood hazard areas as shown on 

the most current flood insurance studies and maps published by the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS), Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) shall conform to the standards of Section 

6.20 of the Weathersfield Zoning Bylaws. 

 
VII. INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES REPEALED 

 
Any provisions of any Ordinance of the Town of Weathersfield in effect at the time 

of enactment of this Ordinance governing any activity included in this Ordinance 

is hereby revoked. 

 

VIII. SEVERABILITY 

 
If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause, or phrase of 

this Ordinance, or any part thereof, is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or 

invalid or ineffective by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not 

affect the validity or effectiveness of the remaining portions of this Ordinance or 

any part thereof. 

 

IX. EFFECT 

 
No section of this Ordinance shall be construed to supersede or replace any 

Vermont statute. 
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This Ordinance shall be entered in the minutes of the Select Board' s meeting, and 

posted in at least five (5) conspicuous places with the Town of Weathersfield and 

published in a newspaper circulating in the Town on a day not more than fourteen 

(14) days following the date when the Ordinance is adopted. 

 
This Ordinance will become effective on the second day of November, 2009, sixty 

(60) days after the date of its adoption by the Select Board, unless a petition is filed 

with the Town Clerk by the seventeenth day of October, 2009, forty-four (44) days 

after the date of its adoption. The petition should be addressed to the Select Board, 

should be signed by at least five percent (5%) of the qualified voters of this 

municipality, and should ask for a special meeting to be called on the question of 

disapproving the Ordinance. Questions about the Ordinance may be directed to the 

Municipal Offices, Post Office Box 550, Ascutney, Vermont, 05030-0550 or by 

calling [802] 674-2626. 

 

The foregoing Ordinance is hereby adopted by the Select Board of the Town of 

Weathersfield, Vermont, this third day of September, 2009. 

 

 
Norman John Arrison, Chairperson 

Henry C. Cobb, Board Clerk 

Glenn S. Fisher, Selector David T. Fuller, Selector 



1 

 

LARGE ASSEMBLY ORDINANCE 
TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD, VERMONT 

[adopted 2/1/16; effective 4/2/16] 

 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

 

The Select Board of Town of Weathersfield has, pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1971 et seq., and 24 

V.S.A. § 2291(14), the authority to define what constitutes a public nuisance and to provide 

procedures and take action for their abatement or removal as the public health, safety or welfare 

may require.    

 

The Select Board of the Town of Weathersfield finds that the assembly of large numbers of 

persons at exhibitions, festivals, gatherings, music concerts and sporting events can have an 

adverse effect on the general health and safety of a community and thereby create a public 

nuisance through, among other things, sanitation problems resulting from inadequate waste 

disposal, obstruction of local highways, improper disposal of solid waste, and interference with 

the use of public and private property.    

 

Therefore, to protect the public health, safety and welfare of the residents of the Town of 

Weathersfield and those persons attending large assemblies, the Select Board of the Town of 

Weathersfield hereby adopts this ordinance to regulate large assemblies.   

 

Section 1:  DEFINITIONS 

 

1.0 DEFINITIONS:   For the purpose of this ordinance the terms defined in this ordinance 

shall have the following meanings: 

 

PERMIT:   A written statement, issued by the Select Board of the Town of 

Weathersfield authorizing the holding of a large assembly under stated conditions as to 

time, place and manner. 

PERSON:  An individual, corporation, government, governmental subdivision or agency, 

business trust, estate, trust, partnership or association, or any other legal entity. 

LARGE ASSEMBLY:   A gathering of 150 or more individuals at any location in the 

Town of Weathersfield at any single time for the purpose of musical, political, 

promotional, sports or social entertainment or other similar type of activity, but shall not 

include a gathering occurring at any permanent place of worship, athletic field, 

auditorium, or public or private school.  
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Section 2:  LARGE ASSEMBLY PERMIT 

2.01 SUBJECT OF PERMIT:   Any person, other than the Town of Weathersfield or the  

Town of Weathersfield School District, who intends to hold or organizes or promotes a 

large assembly in the Town of Weathersfield shall first obtain a permit to do so.    

Section 3:  PROCEDURE 

3.01 APPLICATION:   An application for a permit to hold a large assembly shall be filed with 

the Select Board of the Town of Weathersfield not less than thirty and not more than one 

hundred twenty days before the date of the proposed large assembly.  For good cause 

shown, the Select Board may allow exceptions to these filing deadlines.  The application 

shall be in writing and shall include: 

 a. The date and hours the assembly is to be held. 

b.  The name, street address, and telephone number of the applicant, the principal 

officers of the applicant, the individual making the application, and any other 

persons authorized to represent the applicant in applying for the permit. 

c. The name, street address, and telephone number of the owner of the location 

where the assembly will occur. 

 d. The estimated number of persons expected to attend the assembly. 

 e. The general nature of the assembly. 

f. The arrangements made by the applicant to protect the public health and safety 

including arrangements with respect to parking, traffic safety, crowd control, and 

sanitation facilities. 

g. Whether alcohol will be served. 

h. Such other information as may be required for the Select Board to determine 

whether or not the permit should be granted. 

3.02 APPLICATION MEETING:   The applicant may, and if requested by the Select Board, 

shall appear before the Select Board to provide additional information and answer 

questions concerning the application.  The Select Board may, in its discretion, hold a 

hearing on an application to take testimony and evidence. 

3.03 CONSULTATION:   Prior to issuing a permit hereunder, the applicant shall confer with 

the Police Chief, Town Manager, Public Works Supervisor, and appropriate Fire Chief 

with regard to appropriate conditions for parking, traffic safety, crowd control, sanitation, 

and security.   



3 

 

3.04 ACTION ON APPLICATION:   The Select Board may issue the permit as requested by 

the applicant or may issue the permit subject such conditions as may be reasonably 

necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the Town of 

Weathersfield and persons attending the assembly.   

3.05 CONDITIONS:   The Select Board may impose reasonable conditions upon a large 

assembly permit to ensure that: 

 a. Public sanitation, food, water, and emergency medical conditions are adequate. 

b. The time, place, and duration of the assembly are suitable in view of the number 

of persons expected to attend. 

c. The assembly will not result in undue adverse traffic congestion and unsafe 

conditions with respect to use of the public highways. 

 d. Measures for controlling the crowd and managing the assembly are adequate. 

e. The assembly will not substantially impair the provision of fire and police 

protection and medical and other essential public services. 

f. The assembly will not unreasonably interfere with the quiet enjoyment of other 

properties in the Town.  

 g. All solid waste incidental to the assembly will be removed and properly disposed. 

h. All other necessary state and local permits and approvals have been obtained by 

the applicant. 

3.06 BOND:  As a condition of granting a permit, the Select Board may require that the 

applicant post a bond or letter of credit sufficient to provide adequate security for 

compliance with the terms and conditions of any permit granted hereunder.  The amount 

of such bond shall include costs necessary to reimburse the Town for cost incurred by the 

Town in fulfilling any condition not fulfilled by the applicant, the cost of any 

enforcement action brought by the Town, and the cost for repair to any public property, 

facility, or improvement.  

3.07 DENIAL OF PERMIT:  If the Select Board finds that it is reasonably likely that an 

assembly will substantially harm the public health, safety or welfare and that this harm 

cannot be avoided by the imposition of appropriate conditions, then the Select Board may 

deny a large assembly permit.    

3.08 APPEAL: An applicant aggrieved by a decision of the Select Board may appeal that 

decision to the Windsor County Superior Court.  
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Section 4:  ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTY 

 

4.01 CIVIL MATTER:  A violation of this ordinance shall be a civil matter which may be 

enforced in the Vermont Judicial Bureau or in the Windsor County Superior Court, at the 

election of the Select Board.  A civil penalty of not more than $500.00 per violation may 

be imposed for violation of this ordinance. Each day that the violation continues shall 

constitute a separate violation of this ordinance. 

 

4.02 JUDICIAL BUREAU:  Violations enforced in the Judicial Bureau shall be in accordance 

with the provisions of 24 V.S.A. §§ 1974a and 1977 et seq.   For purposes of enforcement 

in the Vermont Judicial Bureau, any Weathersfield police officer, the Health Officer or 

Deputy Health Officer, or Town Manager shall be the designated enforcement officer(s).  

Said designee(s) shall issue tickets and may be the appearing officer at any hearing.  The 

waiver fee shall be $250.00. 

 

4.03 SUPERIOR COURT:  Violations enforced in the Superior Court shall be in accordance 

with the Vermont Rules of Civil Procedure.  The Select Board may pursue all appropriate 

injunctive relief.   

 

Section 5:  SEVERABILITY 

 

5.01 SEVERABILITY:   If any section of this ordinance is held by a court of competent 

jurisdiction to be invalid, such finding shall not invalidate any other part of this 

ordinance. 

 

Section 6:  EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

6.01 EFFECTIVE DATE:   This ordinance shall become effective 60 days after its adoption 

by the Select Board if a petition is filed under 24 V.S.A. § 1973, that statute shall govern 

the taking effect of this ordinance.  Simultaneously with this ordinance taking effect, the 

Weathersfield ordinance entitled “Regulation of Large Outdoor Assemblies” dated 

5/18/87 shall become void. 

 

Dated at Weathersfield, Windsor County, Vermont this 1st day of February, 2016. 

WEATHERSFIELD SELECTBOARD 

 

N. John Arrison, Chairperson; Daniel Boyer, Vice-Chairperson; C. Peter Cole, Board Clerk; 

Lynn Esty, Select Board Member; and David Fuller, Select Board Member 
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February 12, 2019 

 

To: Selectboard 

From: Ed Morris  

Subject: Sand Pile Discussion 

 

 

 

 We have noticed that many people are using the sand pile, especially the sand pile at Town Hall. 

We have witnessed Windsor and New Hampshire residents using the pile as well as many contractors. 

A few weeks ago, we used over a 14-yard load (which equals a market cost of approximately $600). 

 

 The purpose of this agenda item is for discussion and direction from the board. We have been 

discussing placing signs at the sand piles that state the sand is for residents only. We have also 

discussed placing the sand behind concrete barriers which would restrict trucks from backing up to the 

pile and loading a large amount of sand. Before making any changes, we would like Selectboard input.  

 

 Another discussion I want to have is about the sand at the Highway Department. We have set aside 

a sand pile for public use away from the large sand pile used by the staff for the roads. The main reason 

for this is safety. The large pile can sluff off when the lower sand is removed by citizens. VLCT-PACIF 

strongly encourages towns not to allow citizens near the large sand piles. They have had injury and 

damage claims from towns around the state from this practice.  

 

 

 

Ed Morris 

Town Manager 
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February 12, 2019 

 

To: Selectboard 

From: Ed Morris  

Subject: Gas Tax Resolution 

 

 

 

 The Waterbury Selectboard has asked towns to discuss signing a resolution or sending a letter 

endorsing a gas tax of four-cents to be added to gasoline and diesel fuel. The purpose of this tax will be 

to fund municipal highway infrastructure. Municipal highway aid from the state has been static for 

many years. When compared to rising infrastructure replacement and maintenance costs, this equates to 

a slow decrease in state aid. According to the letter estimates show this tax may produce over 10 

million dollars of revenue.  

 

 I am personally torn on this issue. I do feel the State should help minimize the effect of the 

mandates they have placed on municipalities. To do this, the money would need to come from 

somewhere, but as a border community I know this cost increase could push people into New 

Hampshire to get fuel. This in turn would possibly hurt Weathersfield businesses. Because of this, I 

have no recommendation, but would like to have a discussion to understand the boards opinion on the 

letter sent by the Town of Waterbury. From this discussion there should be a decision regarding 

whether or not the Selectboard would like to send a resolution or letter of support. I have attached the 

letter from the Town of Waterbury and a sample resolution of support for consideration.  

 

 

 

 

 

Ed Morris 

Town Manager 

 

 

 

 

  





DECLARATION OF OFFICIAL INTENT OF 

TOWN OF WEATHERSFIELD, VERMONT 

TO SUPPORT A FOUR CENT GAS TAX FOR THE 

 PURPOSES OF INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT 
 

 WHEREAS, the Town of Waterbury, Vermont Selectboard issued a municipal 

infrastructure funding proposal dated January 30, 2019; and 

 

 WHEREAS, 70% of Vermont roads are maintained by Vermont cities, towns and 

villages; and 

 

 WHEREAS, state aid to highways transferred from the State of Vermont to 

municipalities have not kept up with the rising cost of highway infrastructure; and 

 

 WHEREAS, a four-cent increase on gas tax for the purposes of funding municipal 

infrastructure improvement will raise much needed funding to relieve the municipal 

property tax burden: 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Weathersfield 

Selectboard supports the concept proposed by the Town of Waterbury of a four-cent gas 

tax for the purposes of funding municipal infrastructure projects.  

 
Dated at Weathersfield, Windsor County, Vermont this ____ day of February, 2019. 

WEATHERSFIELD SELECT BOARD 

______________________________ _________________________________ 

Kelly Murphy, Chairperson   C. Peter Cole, Vice-Chairperson 

 

______________________________ _________________________________ 

Tom Leach, Board Clerk   Daniel E. Boyer, Select Board Member 

  

______________________________ 

Norman John Arrison, Select Board Member 

 

The undersigned, Town Clerk of the Issuer, hereby certifies that the foregoing is a full, 

true and correct copy of the declaration of the legislative body of said Issuer duly made at 

a meeting thereof held on the date specified below, and that said declaration has not been 

amended, modified or revoked. 

 

______________________________          Issuer meeting held:  February18, 2019 
Flora Ann Dango, Town Clerk       (date) 

Town of Weathersfield, Vermont 
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February 12, 2019 

 

To: Selectboard 

From: Ed Morris  

Subject: Review Town Meeting Presentation  

 

 

 I will have a rough draft of the Power Point presentation prepared for review. On Monday we should 

assign sections to each Selectboard Member for discussion at Town Meeting.  

 

 

Ed Morris 

Town Manager  
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February 12, 2019 

 

To: Selectboard 

From: Ed Morris  

Subject: Appointments 

 

 

 

 Tyler Harwell has asked to be appointed to the Planning Commission. We currently have one 4-

year term available.  

  

 

 

 

Ed Morris 

Town Manager 
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