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Town of Weathersfield  
5259 US ROUTE 5 | P.O. BOX 550 | WEATHERSFIELD, VT 05030 | PHONE (802) 674-2626 | FAX (802) 674-2117 

 
 
 

 
Brandon W. Gulnick 

Town Manager 

June 7, 2021 

 

Weathersfield Select Board  

5259 US Route 5 

Ascutney, VT 05030 

 

Re: June 2021 Town Manager Report  

 

Dear Select Board Members & Weathersfield Residents:  

Year End Highway Department Finance Report / Year-End Decisions 

Preliminary year-end projections were made in May for all Town departments. These projections give us a 

rough idea of where we will be on June 30, 2021. During FY21 we received $7,974 more in revenue from State 

Highway aid. We expended $25,000 less in regular wages due to a resignation and $4,000 less in overtime 

wages. Similarly, we expended $32,000 less in benefits, FICA, and retirement. We project that we will expend 

$26,000 less in salt, and 9,000 less in paving repairs. There is $50,000 in the Highway Department budget for 

paving that has not been expended. We sent out an RFP to pave Kendricks Corner Road to determine what the 

cost of this project will be. We are aiming to use FY21 budgeted paving ($50,000) and FY22 budgeted paving 

($50,000) to pave Kendricks corner road before October 1, 2021 (if the numbers align with what we budgeted). 

This will require a vote of the SB to move $50,000 to Highway Capital Maintenance at Year-End and a vote of 

the SB to award the paving contract for Kendricks Corner Road. Based on these projections, the Highway 

Superintendent and I made the decision to purchase the following items before year-end: 

Description Quantity Unit Price Total Cost 

Sabre HD carbide Cutting Edge 105 $110 $11,550 

ICC Predator Dual Triple HWY Chains 6 $509.38 $3,056.28 

NKDC-38-8 6 $416.97 $2,501.82 

22.5/9.0 Aluminum Wheel 12 $290 $3,480 

57” X 38” polymer coated CSP Culverts + Ship 40 $95.84 $4,475.28 

18” HD100 pipe 1200 $11.82 $14,184 

Firestone TransForce HT2 LRE 4 $135.57 $542.28 

Nokian Hakka LT3 LRE studded 4 $212.07 $848.28 

Bandag Ultra Drive 24 $267.80 $6,427.20 

Polycaster 1.8 cy Sander 1 $5,625 $5,625 

  TOTAL $52,690.14 

 

See Attachment A - Purchase Orders & Quotes  
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Reopening Martin Memorial Hall 

We held a Staff Meeting in May to discuss reopening Martin Memorial Hall to the Public. As you know, the 

building has been open by appointment only (and walk-ins on a case-by-case basis). Staff have been working in 

the office; however, the bulk of our services have been done via email and phone. As more and more 

Vermonters have been vaccinated and the majority of our staff have been vaccinated, we are preparing a plan to 

open the doors to Martin Memorial Hall. We expect to be fully open July 1, 2021, however, there are still a 

couple of things we are flushing out and discussing. Once a plan has been made and the EMD has approved, we 

will release this information on our website and social media.  

Town Mechanic Study 

With the loss of one of our Highway workers we have decided to move forward with a study to determine 

whether a Town Mechanic that services Police, Fire, and Highway can be beneficial to the Town from both a 

financial and productivity standpoint. We are reviewing the cost of labor and parts for this past fiscal year and 

FY20 and preparing analysis for the Selectboard to review on June 21st. Please feel free to reach out to us with 

any comments, concerns, or areas of study you would like to see in the report.  

Catalytic Converter Thefts 

We are asking the Public to report any and all Catalytic Converter Thefts or any suspicious activity that appears 

to be theft in Weathersfield and surrounding areas immediately. We have received numerous reports of criminal 

activity that is currently under investigation. These thieves are cutting catalytic converters from parked vehicles 

and are allegedly selling them for money. If you see any suspicious activity and are able to capture a photo of 

license plates or photos of suspicious persons, please contact the Weathersfield Police Department at (802) 674-

2185 or dial 9-1-1.  

Romaine Tenney Memorial Park 

The State of Vermont, Howard Center, Health Department, and Vtrans Legal has approved the Historical 

Societies proposed language that will be included on the Display Board inside the pavilion at the Romaine 

Tenney Memorial Park. This allows us to move forward with crafting the display board. Considering the long 

wait for poly picnic tables we decided to move forward with wooden picnic tables in the park. Plantings are still 

underway, and we encourage people to visit the site.   

See Attachment B - Approved Language  

As time progresses our administration will keep you informed regarding the abovementioned topics and other 

topics. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

 

Brandon Gulnick 

Town Manager 
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ATTACHMENT A 

[Year-End Highway Purchases] 
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ATTACHMENT B 

[Romaine Tenney Memorial Language] 
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April 16, 2021 

“Guardian of his land and friend to all” 
 

Romaine Edwin Tenney 
(Sept. 6, 1900 – Sept. 12, 1964) 

 
 
Romaine Tenney was the fourth of nine children born to Myron and Rosa Tenney. 
His parents had purchased a farm in Weathersfield, located at this site, in 1892, 
moving from their previous home in Mendon Peak, Vermont.  
 
The family farm comprised 90 acres, including good pasture, an orchard, and a ten-
acre woodlot. The fertile fields produced three crops of hay every year, and the 
hillside spring provided water without fail. Shaded by maple trees, the house, 
originally built in 1843, had been renovated in the Gothic Revival style by the 
previous owners and featured gingerbread trim, leaded windows, and a big porch. 
 
Unlike his siblings, Romaine lived all of his life on the farm where he had been born; 
he left Weathersfield only once, enlisting for a two-year stint in the Army in 1942. 
During the farm’s heyday, Romaine milked nearly 60 dairy cows by hand. He owned 
no gas-powered machinery, relying instead on horse-drawn equipment and his own 
toil. He had electricity in the barns but none in his house; water from the spring 
supplied the hand pump in the kitchen. He did not drive a car; when he needed to go 
to Claremont, he walked, although he was always happy to accept a ride from one of 
his many friends.  
 
In 1964 construction of the new state highway, Interstate 91, reached 
Weathersfield.  The State offered compensation to the land owners whose property 
would be affected. When Romaine refused these offers, the State implemented the 
instrument of eminent domain. 
 
The Tenney house, barn, and sheds were destroyed by fire on September 12, 1964. 
Despite the efforts of the local fire department, Romaine Tenney perished in the fire.  
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Town of Weathersfield  
5259 US ROUTE 5 | P.O. BOX 550 | WEATHERSFIELD, VT 05030 | PHONE (802) 674-2626 | FAX (802) 674-2117 

 
 
 

 
Brandon W. Gulnick 

Town Manager 

June 21, 2021 

Weathersfield Select Board 

5259 US Route 5 

Ascutney, VT 05030 

 

Re: June Town Manager Report #2 - Update  

 

Dear Select Board Members & Weathersfield Residents:  

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

We received official notice that Walter Morancy is resigning from his position as a Police Officer for the 

Weathersfield Police Department. Mr. Morancy intends on retiring from Law Enforcement. He would like to 

thank everyone at the Town of Weathersfield for having him serve in the town in that capacity. Please see his 

attached letter of resignation.  

We welcome Officer Ryan Prince and K-9 AJ to the Weathersfield Police Department. Ryan is 32 years old and 

is originally from the New Haven, Connecticut area. He graduated from Southern Connecticut State University 

in 2011 with a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work. Ryan began his career in corrections and then worked as a 

Law Enforcement Officer in Delaware from 2012 to 2015. During that time, he worked mainly with high-risk 

sex offenders and then spent time assisting various task force such as the DEA and US Marshals. Ryan then 

accepted a position as a Police Officer in Springfield, VT in 2015. He was promoted to K-9 Handler in 2017 

and partnered with K-9 AJ who is a 5 ½ year old Belgian Malinois. K-9 AJ is certified through the Vermont 

Police Canine Association in Patrol, Tracking, and Narcotics since 2017. K-9 AJ has had several notable 

tracking finds to include a suicidal subject who hid in a vacant building. Ryan and K-9 AJ focus on drug 

interdiction and working with the community on trouble areas. We look forward to all of their plans in regard to 

police issues in Weathersfield.  

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 

We received 2 resignations in the Highway Department. Phillip Livas resigned in April 2021, and we recently 

accepted the resignation of Scott Pipe. Mr. Pipe is moving to Kansas because he was unable to find a place to 

live in this area.  

We originally held the advertisement of a highway position when Mr. Livas resigned because we were studying 

whether it will be beneficial to hire a Town Mechanic. However, after the resignation of Mr. Pipe, we 

immediately advertised the position today (June 16, 2021).  

FINANCE DEPARTMENT  

Rosalie McNamara resigned from her position as Executive Assistance to Finance (EAF). Her last day is June 

21, 2021. Since then, we have had productive conversations with a variety of resources and are developing a 

plan for Finance. I will keep you updated on this process. We wish Ms. McNamara the best of luck with her 

future.   
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FIRE DEPARTMENTS 

We have met with WWV Fire Department to develop a 10-year Capital Plan per the Fire Department Contract 

and collected most of the hard data we needed to do this for their department. We are meeting with AV Fire 

Department on June 23rd at 2:30p to complete the same process. 

AV Fire Chief Darrin Spaulding notified me that he has accepted an offer on his 1986 Ladder Truck. Chief 

Spaulding stated that he will be turning this funding over to the Town to transfer into Fire Apparatus 

Acquisition Reserves.  

 

As time progresses our administration will keep you informed regarding the abovementioned topics and other 

topics. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us.  

 

Respectfully,  

 

 

 

Brandon Gulnick 

Town Manager 
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ATTACHMENT A 

[Resignation Letter - Walter Morancy] 
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